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To DAVID GARRICK, fifq. 



SIR, 

± HE author of the following Eclogue, having^ recjuefted my affift* 
ancc to introduce it to the world ; it was with more mdignation than 
furprizc I was informed of your having ufed your extenuve inflcfcncft 
over the prefs to prevent its being advertifed in the News-papers. 
How are you, Sir, concerned in the Lamentation of Rofclus tor his 
Nyky f Does yo\ir modefty think no man entitled to tlic appellation 
ofRofcius but yourfclf? Does Nyky rcfemble any nick-nartied fa^ 
vourite of yours ? Or doies it follow, that if you have cheriflied an un- 
worthy favourite, you muft bear too near a reiemblance to him ? ^f 
capk ilk faclt ; beware of felf-accufetion, where others bring rto 
charge ! Or, granting you right in thefe particulars, by what right or 
privilege do you, Sir, fet up for a licenlcr of the preft ? That you 
have long fucccfsfiilly ufurped that privilege, to fwell both your feme 
and fortune, is well known. Not the puffs of the quacks of Bayf- 
water and Chelfea are fo numerous and notorious : but by what au^- 
thority do you take upon you to fliut up the general channel, in 
\vhich writers u(her their performances to the public ? If they at* 
tack either your talents or your charader, in utrumque paratusi you 
are armed to defend yourfelf. You have, befides your ingenuoiu 
countenance and conlcious innocence ; Nil confcire fibij nulla paU 
kfcere culpa ; Befides this brazen bulwark, I fav, you have a reitdy 
pen and a long purfe. The pnefs is open to the one, and the hat 
IS ever ready to open with the other. For a poor author, riot a 
printer will publifh a paragraph, not a pleader will utter d q[uib« 
ble. You have then every advantage in the conteil : It is need« 
lefe, therefore, to endeavour to intimidate your antagonifis \f 
countenancing your retainers to threaten their lives ! Thefe in- 
timidation^ let me tell you Sir, have an ugly, fufpicious look» 
They are befides needlefs; i}cit genus irrttahile vatum want no fuch 
perfonal provocations ; Heaven knows, the life of a play-wright, like . 
that of a fpider, is in a ftate of the mod flender dependency « It 
is well for my rhiming friend that his hangs not on fo flight a 
,A^ thread. He thinks, nev*erthelefs, that he has reafon to ccm|)lain, 
-- as well as the publick, of your having long preferred the flimzy, 
r ' tranflated, patch'd-up and mif-altered pieces of your fevourite com- 
S pilers, to the arduous attempts at originality of writers, who have 
^ no pecfcmal intereft with the manager. In particular, he thinks 
5 A a the 
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the two pieces, you arc projefting to get up next winter, for the 
emolument of your favorite in difgrace, or to reimburfe yourfelf - 
the money, you may have advanced him, might, for the prefent 
at kaft, be laid afide. 

But you will afk me, perhaps, in turn, Sir, what right I have 
to interfere with the bufinefs of other people, or with yours? I- 
will anfvver you. It is becaufe I think your bufinefs, as patentee 
of a theatre-royal, is not fo entirely yours, but that the publick 
alfo have fome concern in it. You, Sir, indeed have long be- 
haved as if you thought the town itfelf a purchafed appurtenance 
to the theatre ; but, tho* the fcenes and machines are yours ;. nay,, 
tho* you have even found means to make comedians and poets 
your property ; it Ihould be with more caution than you praftife, 
that you extend your various arts to make fo fcandalous a proper* 
ty of the publick. 

Again I anfwer, it is becaufe I have Ibme regard for my friend, 
and as much for myfelf, whom you have treated as ill perhaps as, 
you have done any other writer ; while under your aufpice$, fome of 
the perfons ftigmatifed by the fatirift, have frequently combined 
to do me the moft eifential injury. But ttemo me impune lacejjit. 
Not that I mean now to enter into particulars which may be 
thoiight to relate too much to myfelf and too little to the publicfc. 
When 1 (hall have leifure to draw a faithful portraiture of Mr. 
Garrick, not only from his behaviour to me in particular, but 
from his conduct towards poets, players and the town in general, 
I doubt not to convmce tho moft partial of his admirers that he hath 
accumulated a fortune, as manager, by the meaneft and moft me-, 
retricious devices, and that the theatrical props, which have long 
fupporled bis exalted reputatiotn, as an after, have been raifed on 
the ruins of the Englifli ftage. 

In the mean time, I leave you to amufe yourfelf with the follow- 
ing jeu d'efprit of my friend ; hoping, tho' it be a fevere correflion- 
for the errours of your paft favouritifm, it may prove a falutary 
guide to you for the future. With regard to the mode of its publica- 
tion 1 hope alfo to ftand excufed with the reader for thus interpofing 
to defeat the fuccefs of thofe arts, which you fo unfairly praftife to . 
•prevent, from reaching the public eye, whatever is difagreeable tO: 
your own. 

I am, Sir, 

Youra, &c, 

W. KENRICK. 
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TOWN ECLOGUE. 

AV HITHER away, noWj George*, into the city, 
And to the village,, mvift thou bear. my ditty.. . \ 

Seek Nyky out, while J ia verfe complain, ', ' 
And court the Mufe to call him back again* 

Boeotian Nymphs, my favorite verfe ihlpire ; 
As erft ye Nyky taught to ftrike the lyre. 
For he like PHOEflus' felf can toiich the -ftring. 
And opera-fpngs cpmpofe — ilike any thing I 
What fhall I do, now Nyky's fled away ? 
For who like him caneitfier fing or fay ?V 

IMITATIONS. 

Quo te, Moeri, pedes ; an qu6 via ducit in urbem ? 
Nymphae, npfter amor,. I^lbethridest nunc mihi carmen, 
Quale meo Codro, concedite ; proxiina Phoebi 

Verfihus ille facit.- 

Quid facerem? 

NOTES. 

• The brother and conftantt companion of Rosen us ; the Mercury of 
our theatrical Jupiter, whom he dHpatches' with his divine- commands ta 
nK>rtal poets, and miferable a^ors.. 

■ ■••*•' For 



Whom 



[ ^ 1 

Tor me, alas I wha well compos'd the ibng 
IVTicn lovely Peggy * livM, and 1 was young ; 
By age impaired, my piping days are done, 
My memory fails, and ev'n my voice is gone. 
My feeble notes I yet muft ftrive to raife ; 
Bceotian Miifes I aid my feeble lays : 
A little louder, and yet louder flill. 
Aid me to raile my failing voice at will ; 
Aid me as loud as Hercules did bawl, 
i^or Hylas lo(l, loA Kyk y back to call ; 
While London town, and all its liiburbs round 
In. echoes, ^}YKY., Nyky,. back relbund. 

* IMITATIONS. 

Saepe ego longos 

Cantando puenitn ttiemim me tondeie ^sAts 

Nunc oblita mihi tot carnuilR : vox quoque Moerim 

Jam fugit ipfe ■ ' 

Omnia fert stas, animum quoque. 

Mufe pauli majora canamtis. 

H^flannautae quo fonte reliAum 

Clamafient .; vx, littus Hjla, Hyte, omne (bnaret. 

NOTE S. 

* Pecgv Woffincton, on whom our Rosciirs, then her Inamora.- 
to, made a famous fong, beginning with the following ftanza : 

Once mere TUlMtu tbevocdJbeUt 
S'o bills and dales my fiiffiott telli 
Jjlamewbicb lime can nevirqtuU, 
Tbat hams for tbeCt »7 PfggJ' 

Time, 
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WHom flieft thou, frantic youth, and whence thy fear ? 

Bleft had there never been a grenadier I 

Unhappy Nyky, by what frenzy (eiz*d, 

Couldft thou with Aich a inon|trou& thing bs pleased ?. 

What, tho* thyfclf a loving horie-marine,f. 

A common foot-£>ldier^6 a thing obictne. 

Not fabled Nymphs, by fpleen tum'd into cowsj ^ 

Bellow'd to nafty buUs their amorous vows;. 

Tho' turned their- loving horns upon eai^ other,. 

Butting in play, as brother mi^t with hrothor. 

I^nhappy Nyky, whither daft thou ftray, 

Eoft to thy frieads, oV hills and iar:away Ir 

I M IT ATI ON Si 

Qdemfugist j^h'demei^!- 

Bt fortunatattt, fi tiHnqtiam itrmenla foH&ftt^ . 

Bafiphaeii ni vei foktur amore ju vend. 

Oh, virgo infellx, quae te'demenda icqpit^ - 

Proettdes impl^rimt fai^ mv^itibos agros : - 

At non turn turpe$ pf^id^m taoaen ujja iecuta cftv 

Gonoibtttts i . qv^^vis, coUo timiufiet aratruiD, , 

Et faepe in levi qusefilTet cornua -fronte. . 

Ah, yirgo inielix, xu nunc in montibus erras.! *. 

NOTE S. . 

Time» however, efieSts ifarange things, as th6 poet fays, and many have 
been the pafllo^vs whjch have . Tmce agjtated, ^d have been alfo quelled in 
die foofom of Ros.civs, . 

f Nykv is a h«jtf-p^y officer ofipmpps A horfernMHane is a.4(ind of. 
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Yet t» Euryalus as Nifiis true, ..' " 

So fhall thy Roscius, Nyky, prove tayou; V 
Whether by impulfemov'd,;itfel£ divine,-; . • . 
Or fo I'm bound to call iby as its mioe,. 
A mighty feat preients itfelf to view,: 
Which for our mutual gain I yet will do. 
Mean-time do thou beware, while l^bemoan, , 

How far thou trufteft fes5 or knds unknown^ ' 
To Tyber's ftream^ or to the banks of Po, 
Safe in thy love, fafein thy virtue, go ; 
Yet even there, with catttibn be tho\i kind, . 
And look out fharp and frequently behmd. 
But ah, beware, nor truft, tho* native Mud, f 
The banks of Li£Fy,' or of Shannon's flood; 
Or there, if driv'n by fate, be huih'd thy ftrain ? 
Nor of thy wayward lot, nor mine coipftplain. 

^ r ■ 

I M I T A T I o isr s. 

NHus ait, " Dime hunc ardorem mentibus addunt 

Euryale ? An fua cuique deus fit dira Cupido ? 

Aut pugnam, ant aliquid jamdtidum invadere magnum 

Mens agitat mihi -^^^^ — 

Hac iter eft ; tu ne qua maniis fe attollere nobis' 

A tergo pofEt, cuftodi et ccmfule longe. 

NOTES. 

-f- Ny KY it feems was bom and bred in Ireland j where his chriftian name 
was John. How he came by the Jewifti appellation of Ifaac is not gene- 
rally known. Whether it waWjeftowed upon him for his refemblance to 
the chofen people^ or given him by poetical licence^ may poffibly be a matter 
of difquifition for future fcholiafts. 

Left 
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Left female Bacchanals, when flufh*d with wine, 

Serve thee, like Orpheus, for thy fong divine ; 

Nay back return, left my too plaintive verfe 

Entail on me the fame Orphean curfe ; 

Left Venus' train of Drury and the Strand 

Attack my houfe by water and by land ; 

Hot with their midnight ©rgies, madly tear 

My little limbs, and throw them here and there ; 

Cafting, enrag'd at my provoking theme, 

Th* inditing brain into the neighbouring ftream : 

When, as my fkull -fhall float the tide along, 

I'hy much-lov'd name, the burthen of my fong. 

Shall ftill be flutter 'd, later than my breath ; 

Nyky — Nyk — Ny — till ftopt my tongue in death : 

Through London-bridge fhall Wapping Nyky roar. 

And Nyk be even heard to Hampton's fhore/ 

J 

IMITATIONS. 
Spreto Ciconum quo munere matres 



* 



Inter (acra deiim, nofturnique orgia Bacchi, 
Difcerptum latos juvenem fparsere per agros. 
Turn quoque marmorea caput a cervice revulfum> 
Gurgite cum medio portans Oeagrius Hebrus 
Volveret, Eurydicen vox ipfa et frigida lingua 
Ah miferam Eurydicen anima fugiente, vocabat ; 
Eurydicen toto referebant flumine ripae ! 

NOTES. 

? The celebrated villa of R o s c i u s . 
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On Hebrus' banks fb tuneful Orpheus died ; 

His limbs the fields receiv'd, his head the tide. 

Nor more its ftream rcnown*d than Thames in fame : 

Here Catherine Hayes ferv'd Goodman Hayes the fame. || 

Here on this fpot, where now th' Adelphi ftands, 

Was thrown her hufband's noddle from her hands j 

His fcatter'd limbs left quiv'ring oh the (hore ; 

As Thracian wives had play'd their part before. 

Oh, horrour, horrour I Nyky back return ; 

Nor more for grenadiers imprudent burn. 

And yet,, ah why fliould Nyky thus be blam'd ?? 
©f manly love ah ! why are men afharu'd f 
A new red coat, fierce cock and killing air 
Will captivate the moft obdurate fair ; 
What wonder then if Nyky*s tender heart- 
At fuch a fight flioujd feel a lover's fniart :; 
No wonder love, that in itfelf is blind. 
Should no diftindion in the difference find ;, 
No wonder love fhould Nyky thus enthrall ;. 
Almighty love, at times, fubducs us all j 
While, vulgar prejudices foar*d above, 
Nyk gave up all the world, — well loft for love.. 

IMITATIONS. 
Omnia vincit amor et nos cedamus amorl. . 

NOTES. 

n See the Tyburn Chronicle and Newgate lamentations /n> tmpere j par- 
ticularly that famous ballad, entitled A merry fong about murder, beginning 
■with, " In Tybum-road there liv'd a man," &c. 

Yet 
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Yet flight thecaufe of Nyky's late mifliap ; 
Nyk but miftook the colour of the cap : 
A common errour, frequent in the Park, 
Where love is apt to ftumble in the dark* 
Why rais'd the haughty female head fo high, 
With the tall caps of grenadiers to vie ? 
Why does it like tremendous figure make, 
To fubjed purblind lovers to miftake ? f 
Or rather why, in thcfe cnlighten'd times. 
Should rigid Nature call fuch crrours crimes ? 
" Thou Nature art my goddefs," faith the play ; 
But even Shakcfpcare's text hath had its day. 
More gentle cuftom no fuch rigour knows 5 
And cuftom into fecond nature grows. 
Let vulgar pafllons move the vulgar mind, 
Superior fouls feel motives more rcfin'd : 
Among the low-bred Englifli flow advance 
Th' Italian gujio and bon ton of France. 
Strange to the claflic lore of Greece and Rome, 
And rudely nurs'd in ignorance at home, » 
The taftelefs herd e'en conftrue into fin. 
That poets fhould in metaphor lie in, 
While I, their beft man-midwife, muft be fliam*d 
Whene'er the Fafliionable Lover's nam'd. 

NOTES, 

■i" Nyky is near fighted. 

B 2 But 
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But Candour's veil love's foibles ftill fhould cover 
And Nyk be ftil'd a Fashionable Lover.* 

To polifli'd travellers is only known 
That taftc which makes the ancient arts our own ; 
Which fhares with Rome in every gem antique ; 
Which blends the modern with the ancient Greek ; 
Improves on both, and greatly foars above. 
In pure philanthropy, Platonic love ; 
That love which burns with undiftinguifli'd rage, 
And fpares in fondncfs neither fex nor age ? 

Ah ! therefore why in thefe enlighten'd times 
Sould rigid Nature call fuch errours crimes ? 
Muft not the tafte of Attic wits be nice ? 
Can antient virtue be a modern vice ? 
The Mantuan bard, or elfe his fcholiaft lies,f 
Virgil the chafte, nay Socrates the wife, 

NOTES. 

* Ifatiy author of prolific brains 
In this good company feels labour-pains ; 
If any gentle poet big ivith rhyme 
Has run bis reckoning out and gone his time : 
Know fuch that at our hofpital of mufes 
He may lie-in in private if he cbufes ;■ 
W^veftngle lodgings there for fecret Jinners 
With good encouragement for young beginners." 

Prolc^e to the Fashionable Lovbr. 

It is indeed now plaia enough that Roscius has given great encourage- 
ment to fecret finners v but I would advife none of our poets to lie in ^ain 
in private i but to remember the fate of a late tragedy and farce. Poor 
Clementina^ and the lady An hour before marriage^ both privately lay-in and 
mifcarried. 

f The Jtfuit Ruaeus begins the argument of Virgil's fecond Eclogue 
with the following explicit declaration, 4mabat Virgilius puerum. 

The 
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The gay Petronius, fophifts, wits and bards. 
Of old, beftow'd on youth their foft regards ; 
In modifh dalliance pafsM their harmlefs time 
Ev'n modifli now in foft Italians clime. 
Could lightenings ever iffue from above 
To blaft poor men for fuch a crime as love j 
When the lewd daughters of incefluous Lot 
Were both with child by their own father got ? 
Poor goody Lot indeed might be in fault, 
And juftly turn'd to monumental fait :. 
The matrimonial emblem of a wife : 
Needs muft be fait a di(h to keep for life I 
A fable Sodom*s fate : in Heav*h above 
All is made up of harmony and love ;. 
That fuch its vengeance I believe not, I ; 
Hiftorians err and Hebrew Jews will lie. 

Sing then, my Mufe, a more engaging ftraia 
To lure my Nyky back to Drury-lane. 
Tell him the fancied danger all is o'er ; 
Home he may come and love as heretofore* 

IMITATIONS. 

Formofum paftor Corydon ardebat Alexin.. 

Deos didici fecurum agere aevum. 

Nee 11 quid miri faclat natura, deos id 
Triftes ex alto coeli demittere tefto. 

Credat Judaeus ApeUki 



Non ego.— 

Ducite ab urbe domum mea carmina ducite Daphnim. 
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In vain the vulgar lliall for vengeance call, 

Or move the juftices at Hickes's-hall ; 

In vain grand juries fliall be urg'd by law 

In his indidlment not to leave a flaw. 

Jiv*n at the bar fliould Nyky ftand arraigned, 

No verdid 'gainft him fhould be there obtained ^ 

Nay, by the laws and cuftoms of the land, 

Tho' trembling Nyky ftiould convicted fland, 

The candid jury fhall be mov'd t*acquit 

A gentleman, an author, and a wit : 

For liberal minds with candour ever fee 

T^he milder failings of hurnanity ! 

Smooth-fpoken Mansfield, f with his vacant face, 

In foftening accents firjft (hall ope his cafe; 

Which to defend, the want of Merlin's cunning 

Shall be fupplied by that of Grimbald Dunning. || 

E'en at th' Old-Bailey they for Nyk fhall plead ; 

Where would they not, if they were largely fee'd ? 

Were Nyky fudimon'd to the bar below, 

Well-fee'd thefe faithful barrifters would go ; 

NOTES. 

■f Not the Judge of that name; but the barrifter, who, is by no 
means a judge of any thing. 

II See King Arthur, lately revived at Drury-lane Theatre, and attend the 
pleadings in our courts of law and equity at Wcftriiinftcr, Guildhall, and 
Lincoln's-inn. 

Their 



Their tale to Minos would they glibly tell ; 
Minos the Mansfield, or Chief Judge, of Hell. %, 

Nor need my Nyky fear a London jury 
Will e'er be influenc'd with a female fury. 
Can they who let a prov'd aflaflin 'fcape 
Hang up poor Nyky for a friendly rape? 
If in the dark to ftab, be thought no crime, 
What may'nt be hop'd from jurymen in time ? 
Soon Southern modes, no doubt, they'll reconcile 
With the plain manners of our Northern ifle ; 
And e'en new-married citizens be brought 
To reckon S— . — v a venial fault : 
When if G'-— GE B-ll-s,* cruel and unkind, 
Blaft not their loves, with rude tempeftuous wind>^. 
In common-council Corydon may burn,. 
And Corydons for Corydon in turn, 
Till every alderman about the chair 
Bind his Alexis in a new lord-mayor. 

I M I T A T I ON S. 
Ex illo Corydon, Corydon eft tempore nobis* 

NOTES. 

^ Minos is reported by the poets to have been raifed to this high office 
for his impartiality in the adniiniftration of Juftice here on earth : what a 
pity that office is not foon to become vacant ; as it riiight be moft luckily 
filled by as worthy a fucceflbr. 

* A boifterous mock-patriot, fuppofed to be defcended from Eolus and . 
Amphitrite, being famous for his mackarcl expeditions, his mufical know- 
Mgp of the fundamental bafe and public performances on the balToon. 

Sign. 
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Sing then, O Mufe, a more pathetic drain. 
To lure my gentle Nyky back again; 
For, furc as Thames refembles Tyber's tide, 
Shall Macaronis Toon pofTefs Cheapfide ; 
As petty-jury-men in judgment fit, 
And ev'ry Corydon, with Nyk, acquit.* 
Yes by this knife, this ufeful + knife, I fwear, 

Which for my lov'd B tti's fake I wear ; 

This knife, whofe haft, at Stratford Jubilee, 
For ever left its parent mulberry tree ; 
For thence it grew, tho*, tipt with fteel fo fine. 
It now will (erye to ftab with, or to dine ; 
That tree, which late on Avon's border grew ; 
By Shakefpeare planted ; Warwick lads fay true ; 

IMITATIONS. 

Duclte ab urbe domum mea carnuna ducite Daphnim. 

A AA cx TOi ifiu, X; tvi jwyuv opxov ofiUii^eUf 

N«i ficc Tch QMiiflfoVf TO fuv VTFolt q)vXkei 1^ 0^»ff 

^Zffti^ tTTtiSfi vpuTa TOfAfiv Iv optTO't XtXofjrtr, 

OuS' xvadifXiia-n. HoM. 

Ut fceptrrrm hoc (fceptnim dextra nam forte gerebat) 

Nunquam fronde levi fundet virgulta nee umbras ; 

Cilm femel in fylvis imo de ftirpe recifum, 

Matre caret pofuitque comas et brachia ferro 

Olim arbos, nunc artificis manus acre decoro. 

Inclufit patribufquc dedit gefiare Latinis. V i rg. 

NOTES. 

• The poet feems here to be a falfe prophet •, a Corydon having lately been 
capitally convifted. 

t See the utility of this knife in a late Seflions-paper. 

By 
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By this moft precious relick, here I pledge 
Myfelf to fave him from the halter's edge : 
And not myfelf alone, but ev'ry friend 
Shall all his intereft and afliftance lend. 

Quaint B , beholding the rude mob with fcorn, 

Shall tell how Irifh bards are gentle born ; 

Next I, to captivate the learned bench, 

Will ftrait affirm that Nykv writes good French ; * 

Thy timid nature Johnson fliall maintain, f 

In words no did:ionary can explain. 

Goldfmith, good-natur'd man, fhall next defend, 

His fofter-brother, J countryman, and friend : 

Shall prove the humbler pafllons, now and then, 

Are incidental to us little men ; 

1 M 1 T A T I ON S. 

Hanc ego magnanimi fpolium Didymaonis haftam, 
Ut femel eft avulfa jugis a matre perempta. 
Quae nequejam frondcs virides neque proferet umbras, 
Fida mlnifteria et duras obit horrida pugnas 
Teftor. Val. Flag. 

NOTES. 

* See the Seflions-papcr ; in which this adtnirableplea is made ufe of by 
Roscius to exculpate a culprit accufed of mufder. 

■f See the fame ; in which this pompous pfeudo-philofopher affefts to 
fuppofe cowardice incompatible with the charafter of an Italian bravo. 

:j: So called from having not long fince made one in a poetical triumvi- 
rate, which gave occafion to the following verfes in imitation of Dryden's 
famous epigram on Milton -, 

" Three poets in three diftant ages born,'* &c. 

C P0^ 



And 
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And that the part our gentle Nyky play'd 
Was but philofophy in mafquerade. § 
Let me no longer, then, my lofs deplore, 

But to his Roscius, Mufe, my Nyk reftore. 

For 
IMITATIONS. 

Ducite ab urbe domum mea carmina ducite Daphnim. 

NOTES. 

Poor Dry den ! what a theme hadfi thou^ . 
Compar d to that which offers now ? 
What are your Britons^ Romans^ Grecians y 
Compared with thorough-bred Milefians ? 
Step into Griffin's Jhop^ he'll tell ye 
OfGoldfmithy Bickerftaff, and Kelly^ 
Three jpoets of one age and nation^ 
Whofe more than mortal reputation^ 
Mounting in trio to thejkies 
O'er Milton's fame and VirgiVs flics, 
Nayy take one Iriflj evidence for f other ^ 
Ev'n Homer's f elf is but their fofler-brother. 

§ It feems indeed to be growing into falhion for philofophy to go in 
mafquerade, if there be any truth in the fubjeft of the following ; which 
lately appeared in the public prints. 

To Doftor Goldsmith, on feeing his name in the lift of the 
mummers at the late mafquerade. 

** S'^y (hould the philofophic mind iJifiiaiii 

** That good which nak.^s lach humbler bofom vain ; 

** Let A nool-tau^bt pride diiTemblc all it can, 

*• Such little things arc great to little man." Goldsmith* 

How zvidely different ^ Coldfmith^ are the ways 
OfdoSfors noWy and thofe of ancient days ! 
Theirs taught the truth in academic fhades^ 
Ours haunt lewd hops^ and midnight mafqiierades I 
So cbang'd the times ! fay philofophic fage^ 
Whofe genius fuitsfo well this tajieful age^ 
Is the Pantheon^ late a Jink obfcene^ 
Become the fountain of chajie Hippocrene f 
Or do thy moral numbers quaintly flaw 
Infpir'd by th" Aganippe of Sobo ? 
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For who like him will patch and pilfer plays, 
Yielding to me the profit and the praife ? 
Tho' cheap in French tranflations Murphy deals ; 
For cheap he well may vend the goods he fteals ; 
Tho' modeft Craddoc fcorns to fell his play, 
But gives the good-for-nothing thing away ; 
What tho' the courtly Cumberland fuccceds 
In writing fluff no man of letters reads ; 
Iho' fenfe and language are expell'd the flage ; 
For nonfenfe pleafcs beft a fenfekfs age ; 
What tho' the author of the New Bath Guide 
Up to the fkies my talents late hath cried ;f 

NOTES. 

JOo wifdnni^s fom gorge cates a7id vermicelli 

Like beajily Bickcrfiaff or bothering Kelly ? 

Or art thou tir'dof th* undeferv'd applaufe 

Bejiow'd on bards ajj\'uling virtue^ s caufe ? 

fp'ouldii thoujikc Sterne^refolv'd at length to thrive^ 

Turn pimp and die cock-bawd at fiMy-five^ 

Is this the good that makes the humble vain, 

7 he good philofophy Jloould not difdain 

If jo, let pride diJU'smble all it can^ 

A modern fage is [till much lefs than man. 

Morning Chronicle. 
f The compliments paflcd between thefe celebrated geniufes indeed were 
mutual •, Mr. A. commending Roscius for his fine afting, and Roscitrs in 
return Mr. A. for his fine vvriting. The panegyric on both fides was equal- 
ly modeft and juil •, and yet fomc fnarling epigrammatift could not forbear 
throwing out the following ill-natured jcu d'efprit on the occafion. 

On the poetical compliments lately paflcd between Mcff. G. and A. 

IVhen mincing majicrs^ met with miJJeSy 

Pay mutual compliments for kiffes ; 

Mifs Polly fings no doubt divinely^ 

And majUr Jacky fpouts as finely. 

But how Ihate fucb odious greetings 

When two old ftagers have. a meeting. 

Fob ! out upon the Jilt hy pother ! 

JVhat ! men bejlobber one another ! T*ho^ 
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Tho' humble Hiffernan in pay, I-keep, 
Still my faft friend, when he is faft afleep ; 
Tho* long the Hodmandod my friend hath been, 
With the land-tortoife carth'd at Turnham-Green : * 
Tho' Harry Woodfall, Baldwin, Evans, Say, || 
My puffs in faireft order full difplay ; 

NOTES. 

* Two amphibious monfters, well known in the republic of letters as editors 
of the Critical and Monthly Reviews. The latter feems to be compared by 
the poet to a land-tortoile buried in the earth, on account of the flownefs of 
its motion and the clouds of dirt and dullnefs with which it is furroundcd : 
the former hath been long known by the above appellation from the fol- 
lowing humorous defcription. 

Lusus Natur/e Typographus. 

Monftrum horrendum informc ingens cui luracn adcmptum. Vitc. 
I thought fomc of Nature's journeyrnen had made men, and not made them 

well; they imiiaced humanity fo abominably. Shakespeare. 

In Nature* s workjhop^ on a day^ 
Herjourftiymen inclined to play^ 

Half drunk Uwixt cup and can^ 
Took up a clod J which Jhe with care 
Was modelling a hugefea bcar^ 

And fwore thefd make't a tnan. 

They triedy but^ handling ill their toolsy 
Form'd, like a pack of bungling fcols^ 

A thing fo grofs and odd -, 
That^ when it roWd about the difh^ 
They knew not if 'twere flefh orjifh^ 

A man or Hodmandod. 

Tety to compleat their piece offiin^ 
They chriflen^d it Arch Hamilton ; 

" But what can this thing do ?" 
Kick it down flairs ; the devil's in't 
If it wonU do to write and print 

^he Critical Review. Kenrick. 

g Editors aod printers of news-papers, well known to the public for their 
impartiality in regard to Ros.ctvs.. 

Impar- 
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Impartially infert each friendly pro, 

Supprefling ever con of every foe ;f 

For well I ween, they wot that cons and pros 

Will tend my faults and follies to expofe : 

Tho' mighty Tom doth ftill my champion prove, 

And LocKYER*s gauntlet be a chicken glove : 

NOTES. 

-f- A recent inftance of this muft not pafs unnoticed. In the Public Ad- 
vertifer appeared lately the following quaint panegyric, fuggefted probably 
to Ro s c J u s himfelf by his brother George the attorney. 

Nature^ 

againft \ Notice of Procefe. 

G J 

Dame Nature agaittft G now by me 

Her a£lion brings^ and thus Jbe grounds her plea. 

" I never made a man but ftill 

Tcu a5led like that man at will ; 

Tet ever muft I hope in vain 

To fnake a man like you again.*' 
Hence ruined totally by you^ 
She brings herfttit, ^c. fcfr. B. Solicitor for- the Plaintiff. 

In reply to this notice, it is faid, the defendant's plea would have appeared in 
the fame paper -, but the caufe was obliged to he removed by certiorari to an*- 
other court ; when it appeared thus : 

Nature 1 

againft > Defendant's Plea. 

G J 

For G / without a fee 

^Gainft Nature thus put in his plea. 
*' To make a man, like me^ ofart^ 
Is not, 'tis true, dame Nature's part -, 
/ own that Scrubs fool, knave Pveplafd: 
With morefuccefs than all my trader. 
But prove it, plaintiff, if you can^. 
That e'er laSed like a man'* 

Of this we boldly make denial. 

Join iffucy and proceed to trial. . 

A.. Attornqr for the Defendant. 

Tho' 
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Tho' fliambling Becket, J proud to foothe my pride. 
Keeps ever fliufiling on my right-Jiand fide ; 
What tho'. with well-tim'd flatt'ry, loud he cries, 
At each theatric ftare, " See, fee his eyes !" 
What tho' he'll fetch and carry at command. 
And kifs, true fpaniel-like, his mafter's hand ; 
With admiration Nyk ne'er heard me fpeak. 
But prefs'd the kifs of love upon my cheek ; * 
Jnceflant clapp'd at th' end of every fpeech ; 

And, had I let him, would have kifs'd my b' 1 

Let me no longer, then, my lofs deplore, 
But to his Roscius, Mufe, my Nyk reftore. 

But hah I what difcord ftrikes my liftcning ear? 
Is Nyky dead, or is fome critic near ? . 
Curfe on that Ledger and that damn'd Whitehall f 
How players and managers they daily maul I 

I M IT AT IONS. 

Ducite ab urbe domum mea carmina ducite Daphnim. 

NOT E S. 

J The famous Thomas a Becket, feigned by the poets to have been 
drown'd, when, being half feas over, in claret, he endeavoured to return to 
land : on which occafion a wicked wit of the town made the following epi- 
taph for his tomb. 

Here lies 
That Jhufflingy Jbambling, Jhrugging^JhrinkingJhrimpy 
Tom Becket, Mammon's moft indujirious imp ! 

* A cuftomary method it fecms, of N yky's exprefling his admiration of 
the afting of the immortal Roscius. 

-f- .News-papers fo called, in which Roscius is not a Iharer, and hath 
not yet come tip to the price of their filence. 

Curfe 
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Curfe on that Morning-Chronicle; w^hofe tale 

Is never known with fpightful wit to fail. 

Curfe on that Foote ; who in ill-fated hour 

Trod on the heels of my theatric-power ; 

Who, ever ready with fome biting joke, 

My peace hath long and would my heart have broke. . 

Curfe on his horfe— one leg 1 but one to break 1 

** A kingdom for a horfe" — to break his neck I 

Curfe on that Stevens, f with his Irifh breeding,. 

While I am ading, fliall that wretch be reading ? 

Curfe on all rivals, or in fame or profit ; 

The Fantoccini ftill make fomething of it 1 J, 

Curfe 

NOTE S- 

-|- George Alexander Stevens the lefturer, not the Macaroni i 
editor of Shakefpeare*. 

J What formidable rivals to the immortal Rose i us ? Harlequin, Sca-- 
ramouch, Chimney-fweepcr, Bafs-viol, Aftrologer, Child, Statue and Parrot! 
But Roscius having received a formal challenge from Mr. Punch and his 
merry family, a pitch'd-battle, for which great preparations are now mdcing, 
will be foughj between them next winter ; when there is na doubt but the 
triumphant Roscius will, even at their own weapons, rout them all. There 

is the Ids reafon to fear this, as he hath already exceeded even Mr. *s 

activity in King Richard. It is but three or four years ago fmce this mock- 
monarch died fo tamely that he was hifled off the ftage •, on which occafion i 
the folbwing epigram appeared in the papers. 

Roscius REDIVIVUS, 

George J did*nt I hear the critics hifs^ 
When I was dead ? — " 2>j, brother^ yes^ 

" Ton did not die in high rant^ 
Nay^ if they think a dying king 
Like Harlequin convulsd^ Jhould fpring^ 
s Lft be hence their tyrant. . 

Roscius . 
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Curfe on that KENRiCK,f with his cauftic pen, 
Who fcorns the hate, and hates the love of men ; 
Who with fuch force envenom'd fatire writes, 
Deeper his ink than aqiw fortis J bites. 
Stand his perpetual-motion § ever ftill ; 
Or, if it move, oh, let it move up hill. 
The curfe of Sifiphus, oh, let him feel ; 
The curfe of Fortune's ftill recurring wheel 

NOTES. 

R o s c I u s, however, hath changed his mind, and acquired new elaftic powers ; 
in fo much that the following complimentary vcrfes appeared on the agility, 
which he lately difplayed in the performance of that charafter. 

Be dumb^ ye criticks^ dare to hifs no more 
JVhile crowded boxes ^ pit and galleries roar. 
py ho fays that Rofcius feels the hand of Time, 
To blafi his blooming laurels in their prime ? 
H^ith ever fupple limbs and pliant tongue^ 
Rofcius^ like Hebe, will be ever young. 
See and believe your eyes — dide*er you fee 
So great a feat of pure agility ? 
Nor Hughes nor Afiley, vaulting in the air. 
Like Rofcius makes the ftruckfpeElators flare. 
Nor Lunnor Woodward ever gave the fpring^ 
He gave laft night in Richard, dying king ! 
7h* immortal aSor, who can diefo clever^ 
In fpiie of fate will live to die for ever ! 

f A Briton blunt, bred to plain mathematics. 

Who hates French b-gres, and Italian pathics: 
J The plaintive R o s c i u s feems here to have an eye to the following lines : 

The wits who drink water, and fuck fugar-candy. 

Impute the ftrong fpirit of Kenrick to brandy. 

They are not fo much out : the matter infbort is 

He ftps aiqua-vitas andjpits aqua-fortis. Public Adv. 

§ This multifarious genius pretends to have difcovercd the PcrpetuaJ mo- 
tion, but it muft be a mere pretence ; as he is weak enough to think the 
public ought to reward him, for his difcovery, and ofiers to difclolc it 
on the fimple terms of no purchafe no pay. 

That 



[ " J 

That upward roird with anxious toil and pain,. 
The fummit ajmofl; gain'd, rolls back again. 
Ne'er ihall his Falstaff f come again to life;. 
Ne'er {halt be play'd again his Widow'd Wife ;.{: 
Ne'er will I court again his ftubborn Mufe, 
But for a pageant would his play refufe. 
While pufFand pantomime will gull the town,. 
*Tis good to keep o'crwcening merit down ;> 

1 M r T A T r O N S. 

Aut petes aut urges ruiturum, Syfiphe, faxumi< 

NOTES: 

•f FalftafTs Wedding, a play written in imitation of Shakelpeare; atfirft 
irjefted, as unfit for the theatre,, on account of having fo many of Shakc- 
fpeare's known charaftcrs in it -, tho* the manager himfclf afterwards brought, 
on a pageant, in which were almoft all Shakefpeare*s known charaAers i when 
finding it difficult to make any of them fpeak with propriety, he contented 
himfeu with inftrufting them to bite their thumbs^ fcrnrup tiieir mouths, 
and make faces at each other, to the. great edification of the audience^*^ — 
This pl^y indeed was afterwards almoft entirely altered, and got up for a per- 
former's benefit, when it was received with the greateft applaule. It has 
however never fince been afted, either for the author's emolument, or the en- 
tertainment of the publick, although the alterations wens made at the inftance. 
of the manager ^ and under his promife that, if it fucceeded in the reprefen- 
tation, it (hould be permitted to have a run. 

J Another comedy, nearly under the fame predicament with rdpeft to> 
the town ; having been performed but once fince its firft. run^.tho' received 
with approbation ; the manager in the meanwhile having brought on, and 
repeatedly adted, the performances of his favourite play-wrights, to almoft 
empty benches : and yet Roscius hath all the while pretended to have the, 
higneft opinion of the talents, and the greateft regard for the intereft of the 
writer.r — The manager claims a legal right, indeed, as patentee, to perform, 
what plays he pleafes •, but tho' the play-houfe and patent be his property, he 
has no liberal right to make, at pledure, a property of the players, the poets 
and the publick K . 

D Withi 



With BicKERSTATF addCuMiERLAND ga fliares, 
And grind the poets as I grind the pkyers. 
Curfe on that Kenrick y foul of fpleen and whim I 
What are my puiFs, and what my gains to him ? 
If poor and proud, can he of right complain 
That wealthier men and wittier are as Vain ? 
Why muft he hint that I am pad my prime, 
To bkfl my fading laurels ere their time ? 
Death to my fame, and what, alas, is worfe, 
■*Tis death, damnation, to my craving p^rfe ; 
Capacious plat•fe^by Plutus form*d to hold, 
(The God of Wealth) the devil and all of gold. 
Infatiate purfe, that never yet ran o'er. 
But fwallows all, and gapes^ like Hell, for more. 
And yet, alas 1 how much the world will lye I 
They oaXX me mifer ; but no mifer I ; 
He, brooding o*er his bags, delighted fits. 
And laughs to fcorn the jefls of envious wits ; 
If fail his doors, he fets his heart at reft. 
And dotes with rapture on his iron chefl ; 
No galling paper-fquibs his fpirits teize, 
But ev*n the boys may hoot him. if they pleaie. 

IMITATIONS. 

Sordidus ac dives, populi contemnere voces 
- Si f<ditns : populus me fibilat : at mihi plaudo 
Ipfe domi, iimul ac nummos contemplox in arcl. 



He 
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He fcorns the wfilAUag of an empty name. 

While I am torn/twixt avarice and fame ; 

While I, fo tremblingly alive all 9 er, 

Still bleed and agonize, at every pore ; . 

At cv*ry hiCs^am harrpVdup with fear> 

And burft with chpler at a critick's fneer. . 

Racked by the g$Hiit and^f^oti'^, .aipd ftrucic with age^ 

Prudence and £a(e advi/e to quit the ilage>; 

But Fame ftill prompts, and Pride can feel no pakvf, 

And Avarice. biils.ip^ .fell ipy foul for gain. 

Btihg NykV faiack» O Mufe; I b^ verf» divine,. 
The Trojan-Greeks wene once transfQsm'd to- fwiae;. 
By verfe divine B— tti TcapM the rope r 
Now love is known, what Qiay not lovers hope I 
£v*n as with Griffins * ftaUions kite have joined 
With, blood-hounds goat& may littei:,^ as in kind ;, 

IMITATIONS. 

Duclte ab urbe domum, mea carmina ducite Daphnim :: 
Carminibus Girce focips- mu!tavit C^lyflei :. 
Carmina vel coelo poflunt deducere lunamw 
Nunc fcio quid fit amor 



quid non fperemus amantes ^ 



Jungentur Jam Gryphes equis, aevoque fequenti. 
Cum canibus- timidl venient ad pocuia damae. 

NOTES. 
* Unnatural nxmfle»,.£uniliar only ynxh: the foets.. 

P * Nay 
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Nay wanton kids devouring wolves may grect^ 

And wolves with loving lyoncfles meet. 

By different means is different love made knowrf. 

And each fond lover will prefer his own. 

Strange lot of love I two friends, my four« delight, 

Men call that M — — r, this a Catamite I 

Yet bring him back 4 for wlio chafte rbundclay ^ - 

Shall ling, nowB^ «t— j?f is <iriv-n awky ? 

Who nowHcorreiS:/ for modeft Drury-lane, 
Loofe Wycherly's Or Congrevc« loofer vein ? '^ 
With nice ^decorttm- fhynning liaiiglity jokcsi ' 
Exhibit none but decent; daifity folks ? f 

1 M I T A T I O N S. . 



'Torva leaena ;lupum feaultur, lupus \pfe capeUam, : 
Te Coryddh, O Alexis : tra^hit fua quemqiie voluptas.' 

^ O T E S. 

T Nyky was employed by Roscius to corrcft the Plain-dealer of Wy- 
cherly •, which he accordingly attempted, and infcribed the attempt to his 
patron, " as .a tribute of affeSlion and efteem for his. many fhining an4 
amiable quaSities/* ** The Hcentioufnefs of Wycherly*s mufe," fays this 
modern corredtor, " rende^d her (hocking to us, wi& ^1 her charms : or, 
in other words, we could allow no chrfriris in a tainted beauty, who brought 
contagion along with her." Of the_p)ay Qf the Plain-dealer, in particular, 
he intimates that it had been long excluded tKe theatre •, bcCaufe, to the ho- 
nour of the prcfent age, ir^is immwai ^nd indecent :^ that on a clole exa^ 
mination, he found in It -ext^ffiveobfceijity -, that the chara<Ser df I^lanly 
was rough even to ouir^gepvii \^xm^}S^i/m^:^Wt\y^,^9^^ 
to work the whole materials up again, with a mixture of alloy agreeable to 

the rules of modern refinement! S£E;P«Epyic]rToB ff*s Plain-dealer. 

What a champion for decency and^delicacy, morality and humanity ! What 
improvement may notjA^ling wit .rcccavc fromritjK.mixture,offucH -alloy ! 
Wkaf an idea may we not* hence a^quirie of modern refinement ! 
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Ah me 1 how wanton wit will fhamc the ftagc, 
And (hock this delicate, this virtuous age ! 
How will Plain-dealers^ triumph, to my forrow 1 
And P>APHos rife o^er Sodom and Gomorrah 1 

NOTES. 

* A charafter thus admirably dq)i6tcd by Wycherly, in the fccnc be- 
tween Manly and Plaufible. 

Manly. I have more of the maftiff than the fpaniel in me, I own it : I 
cannot fawn, and fetch and carry •, neither will I ever praftife that fervilc 

complaifance, which fome people pique themfelves on being mailers of. ^- 

I wul not whifper my contempt or hatred ; call a man fool or knave by 
ligns and mouths, over his fhoulder \ while I have him in my arms : I will 
not, as you do- — 

Plaujtbk. As I do ! HeaiTfen defend me ! upon my honour ! I never at- 
tempted to abufe or leiTen any one in my life. 

Manly. What ! you were afraid ? 

Plai^ble. No : butferioufly I hate to do a rude thing. No, faith, I (peak 
i¥ell of all mankind. 

Manly. I thought fo : but know that this is the word fort of detradion, 
for it takes away the reputation of the few good men in the world by making 
all alike ! Now I Ipeak ill of many men, bccaufc they ddervc it. 
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APPENDIX. 

^nLCertam circumftance,* to which the author of the foregoing 
piece was an utter ftranger, having happened about the time of its 
publication, and giv^en rife to rOmours equally falfe and foreign to 
the writer ; it appears that Rofcius, or fomc of his friends, was pleafed 
to infert the following queries in the Morning Chronicle of July ad, 

** Candour prefents her compliments to Mr; — — , flic begs his 

pardon, to Dr. Kennckj and dcfires to aflc him a few fimple 

queftions ; to which, if he be the Plain-dealer he pretends, he will 
give a plain and dircft anfwer. 

Siuery I. Whether you arc not the author of the eclogue, endtled, 
hove in the Sudsy as well as of the letter prefixed to it ? 

IL Whether you did not mean, though you have artfully evaded 
the law, by afTeding the tranflation of a claffical cento, to throw out 
the moft fcandalous infinuations againft the charader of Rofciui ?^ 

III. Whether you were not likewife the author of an infamoui» 
anonymous paragraph in a public paper ; for which that paper is un- 
der a juft profecution ? 

IV. Whether you have not openly acknowledged notwithftand«- 
ing, that you really entertained a very difl&rent opinion of Rofcius ? 

V. Whether any caufe of difpute, that might fubfift between you 
and Rofcius, can authorize fo cruel, fo unmanly an attack ? 

VI. Whether the brother of Rofcius did not perfonally wait on 
you to require, in his name, the fati$fa£tion of a gentleman, which 
you refufcd^him ? CANDOUR.*^ 

* Viz. The groTs publication of a dired, abominaUe charge againft Roscius, 
in the Public Ledger ot June iS. 

To 
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To thcfe queries, the author judged it expedient to make the fol- 
lowing-reply la the fame paper 6f July 4th. 

To CANDOUR. 
Madat4:, 

** Though 1 think your fignature a mifnomer, to (hew that I am 
no ftranger to the name and quality you afliime, I (hall not ftand on 
the pun^iUo of your being an anonymous querift ; but anfwer your 
fkveral queftions.explicitly. 

I. I am the author of the eclogue you mention. 

IL I did not mean to throw out the mojl fcandalous infinuations 
oa the charader of Rofcius, nor any infinuation more fcandalous than 
^ his condu^ How bx that has been fo, he knows beft, and is left to 
make the application. 

IIL An infamous paragraph I cannot wi;ite ; and an anonymous one 
I will not write, to prejudice vsxsf greateft enemy. As to that in quef- 
tion^ I have not^ to this hour^ even feen it Calumny I detejl : but 
I think vice ihould be expofed to infamy; nor have I fo much fa Ife 
delifacyz^ to conceive, it (hould be treated with tendtrnefs in propojc-. 
tion as^il is abominable. 

lY. I have not acknowledged that I entertain a very different 
opinion of Rofcius ; on the contrary, I declare, that I entertain a very 
indifferent opinion of him. 

V. As to the caufe of our difpute, 1 (hould be very ready to fubmit 
.it to the publick, were I egotift enough.to think it deferved their at- 
tention. 

VI. The brother of Rofcius did perfonally wait on me, to defire I 
would meet ** him, the laid Rofcius, who would bring a friend 
with him ; I being at liberty to do the fame ;'* but as nothing of time, 
place, or weapon was mentioned, I did not look on this meflagc as a 
challenge ; nor well could I^ as I never heard of requiring gentleman's 

JatisfaSion by letter of attorney^ and the profeffed end of out meeting 

turned. 
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tturnefl merely on a matter of bulincfs. — ^Tt is pofliblc, wicleed, tiie 
meffenger, otbcrwifc inftrufted, tnigbt imagine it fucb, cfpcci^lly as 
it fecms, his head has teemed with nothing bat challenges and duels 
fince his magnanimous monomachj with one of his brothet Rofcius^s 
candle-fnuffers. — ^That Rofcius himfelf, however, did not mean to 
fend me a challenge, is plain, from his folliciiing afterwards by letter, a 
conference in the prcfence only of a common friend to both : a requefk 
that would have been complied with, had not he thought proper^ in 
a mod ungentleman-like manner, to make a confidant, in the mean 
time, of a booby of a bookfeller, who had the folly and impudence 
to declare that he would, on A/j[Rofcius's] account, take an opportw- 
fiity to do me fome defperate mifchief. — Left I fhould be yet fuppo- 
fed, from the purport of this laft query, to have any fearof a perfonal 
encounter vnth the doughty Rofcius, I require only that it may be 
on an equal footing. I am neither fo extravagantly fond of life, not 
think myfelf fo confequential in it, as to fear the end of it from fuch 
an antagonift; .not, to fay the truth, (hould I have any qualms of 
confcience, if nothing Icfs will iatisfy him, about putting an end to 
fo infignificant a being as his : but, as *' the race is not to the 
fwift, nor the battle to the ftrong," it is but right to provide againft 
a miftiap. Rofcius has a large fortune, and little or no family to 
leave it to : I have a large family, and little or no fortune to leave it^ 
Let Rofcius but previoufly fettle only hatf his cftate on my heirs, on 
condition that he deprives them of a proteftor, and I will meet him 
to-morrp,w, and engage at his own weapons, not only him, but his 
brother George into the bargain.* 

And now. Madam Candour, give me leave to zikyou a queftioa 
or two, in my turn. 

* The above pleafantry being mifconftrued by fome of Rofcius's friends to tbfc 
difadvantage of the author, the latter thought himfelf under the neceffity of ferioufljr 
acquainting the former, of his being ready, as he is, at any time, to give him fuch fa^ 
tisfaSion as a gentleman, who fuppoies himfelf injured, has a right to require. 

E j^^. I. 
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S(u. I. Whether, from many grofe inftances of mifbehaviour, R^f- 
cius hath not long had fuflicient reafon to fufped the deteftable cha- 
rafter ofNyky f 

II. Whether, therefore, granting Rofcius to be himfelf immaculate^ 
he is excufeble for his notorious partialities to fuch a chsiradler ? 

III. Whether he has any right to complain of unjuft feverity, in 
being ludicroufly reproached with fuch partialities, by a writer, 
whom he hath treated, even in favour of that very wretch, with dif- 
refpecl, with infolence, with injuftice. 

W. KENRICK.'* 

Inftead'of candidly replying, however, to the above three queries, 
a very difficult talk, indeed, to Rofcius, he caufed the Court of King's 
Bench to be moved for a rule to fhew caufe, why leave (hould not be 
given him to file an information againft the author for a libel : which 
being granted of courfe, the fame was exultingly anounced in the fol- 
lowing paragraphs inferted in all the news-papers : 

** Yefterday morning Mr. Dunning made a motion in the Court 
of King's Bench, for a rule to (hew caufe why an information (hould 
not be laid againft the author of Love in the Suds. When the court 
was pleafed to grant a rule for the firft day cf next term. The poem 
was read in court by the Clerk of the Crown, and aiTcrdcd no fmall 
diverfion when it came to that part which reflcd^s upon a certain 
Chief Juftice, who was prefent all the time. 

" Befides Mr. Wallace and Mt, Dunning, ^^ ho are employed by 
a great ador, in his profecution of fome deteftable charges which have 
been lately urged with as much folly as wickednefs againft his charac- 
ter, Mr. Murphy and Mr. Mansfield are alfo engaged, and the caufe 
now becomes a matter of much expectation with the publick.'* 

To thcfe paragraphs the author judged it necc(Iary to make the 
following reply, in the above-mentioned Morning Chronicle ; al- 
moft all the reft of the news-papers, by the indefatigable induftry 

and 
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tind powerful influence of Rofcius, a proprietor in moft of them, 
being (hut againft him. 

The Author of Love in the Suds to the Printer 
ofthe Morning Chronicle. 

SIR, 
" In reprehending the faults of other men you fliouldever be cau- 
tious of falling into the error you condemn. In yefterday's paper you 
indireftly charge me, among others, with having ** urged a detefta- 
ble charge with as much folly rfs wickednefs againft a certain great 
aftor." — What other people have done I know not, nor does it con- 
cern me ; but I may fafely defy all the Lawyers in Weftminfter- 
Hall fairly to deduce fuch a charge as you hint at from the eclogue 
in queftion. In this refpefl it is certainly as innocent as the great 
aftor's Jubilee Ode ! But granting itotherwife with any one elfc, how 
can you take upon you to fay that fuch a charge is urged fooll/hly and 
wickedly f Can you know it to be falfe or groundlcfs ? And if not, 
on what grounds do you charge the accufers vf\t\i folly znd wickednefs ? 
Why does not the Candour of the great a£tor, reply to the Queries 
put to hiin in your paper of Saturday laft ? But no ; unable to juftify 
himfelf at the bar of the publick, he flies for refuge to the quirks and 
quibbles of Weftminfl:er-Hall ; and even this at the latter end of a 
term, in order to deceive the town into a notion that the court will 
countenance his profecution. Why was not his motion made 
fooner, that caufe might have been (hewn in time, and the futility of 
it made immediately evident ? Believe me, Sir, before an end is put 
to this bufinefs, the publick will be better enabled to judge on whkrh 
fide xkit folly and wickednefs lies, than you appear to do at prefent. 

I am, 

yours, &c. 

W. K. 
Ea THE 
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THE 

POETICAL ALTERCATION 

BETWEEN 

BENEDICK and BEATRICE. 

9 EXTRACTED FROM .THE 

MORNING CHRONICLE. 

J\^ ^K, whom we may juftly clafu in 

Th* envenomM race of Scribes-aJaJJinj 

Accofts the celebrated Davy^ 

With " Sir, your humble — — Phoebus fave ye [ 

" A comedy Tve newly written 

Curfemel if any bard in' Britain 
Can (hew' you one of equal merit ; 
Nay, half fo full of wit and fpirit. 
You'll find it, Sir, all air, all life; 
E'en better than my IVidawed Wife. 
A piece like this muft always pleaie oue; 

By G d *twill run you half the feafon t 

Therefore, Sir Rofcius, pray remember 
To have it ready in November .** 

Garrick refus'd Curfe me, cries Kerif 

ril trounce the fcoundrel with my pen. 

Refuie 
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Refufe my piece ! Til make him play^t, w 
rU brand him for fair Beauty's traitor. 

ril have him in the SuJs I'll maul him. 

And BickerftafTs Accomplice call him. 
When I have chriften'd him Indorfery 
His fame is gone; his acting's o'er, Sir; 
The men in a tumultuous rage 
Will hifs and pelt him off the ftage; 

Nay not one female Fll fo fnap him • 

Will even condefcend to clap him. 

So a young brim in Catharine-ftreet 
A man of fobcr caft will greet ; 
** Give me,'* (he cries,; with luring ker, 
" Give me a glafs of wine, my dear." 
Then grafps his arm with feeming rapture. 
In hopes of making him her capture. 
But if in prudence he forbear 
To venture on her dangerous wairef 
Or to her painted' l>eauty told, - 
He force the nymph to quit her hdd^ 
Th' indignant brim exclaims-^oud, . . 
T* exafperate the paffing crowd; 
And, in moft diabolic fpitev ^ 

Pronounces him^a Sodomite. 

^ BE NED ICK- 

To .BS|«.E.DI CK. 

G K, whom men, of ev'ry dafe, call 

A (huffing, avaricious r-Jc-ly 

For full five years had K '— k fobbM ofl^ 

And his fair name and fortuaci robb*^ of; 

Allon^ng 
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Allowing Falftafs fFeJJing merit, 
And fworn to get it up with fpirit. 
Yet fhrinking back, from year to year, 
Thro' meannefc, or Invidious fear. 
Left any other fhould be thought 
By Shakefpeare's genius to be taught. 
Prior engagements ftill pretending. 

Which K ^k finding ftill no end in ; 

Each mufhroom produce of the feafon 
To put off him ftill made a reafbn, 
RefolvM at length its fate to know 
He claims an iinfwer, yes, or no : 

Bent, as in G k there no truft is. 

To do himfelf poetic juftice ; 

To fhew for whom and what rgefted, 

A piece approvM is thus ncglcded. 

G k, Vfho fans equivocation. 

Deceit or mental refervation. 
Mean fubterfuge or fly fuggeftion. 
Ne'er anfwerM yet the plaineft queftion ; 
Confcious of ev'ry partial' trick 
He others play'd, for fake of Bicky 
Demurs, and threatens life and laWf 

If K k dare his pen to draw ; 

Who rifing G ^k's hit accufer. 

Is branded as a bafe traducer ; 

By G r-k ev'ry odium thrown 

On K — — k*s name, to favc his own. ; 

So th* Qutiaw'd fmuggler, bafe invader 
Of th* interefts of the honeft trader. 
His cargo feiz'd, himfelf in danger, 
Addrefles cv^ry paffing ftranger ; 
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To bring the officer to fhame, 
Brands him with an Informed % name. 
Informer 9 vik I he cries aloud, 
Informer^ echoes thro* the crowd; 
Boys hoot, men cuflf, and women feoffs 
Meanwhile the mifcreant fhuffles off: 
Thus knaves, fupported by the mob. 
The private and the public rob. 

BEATRICE- 

To BEATRICE. 

Since, Beatrice^ youVe undertaken 

To fave a fland'rons culprit'? bacon, 

(A culprit of guilt's' blacked roll, and ' '" • ; ^ 

Unprincipled as Jemmy BoUand.y 

By telling us how, where^ and when 

DanGARRicK has ill-treated Ken ; 

Give me, good dame, I humbly crave you^ 

A hearing for my fay'rite Davy ; 

Tve my objedbions let me ftart *em— — 

The rule is, " audi alteram partenC^ 

Some years ago an honeft iellow. 
As ever with fheer fack was mellow. 
Who long has plac'd. his hopes, his all, ia 
The gains of hiftrtomc calling, 
Who now \^ journeyman^ now ma fie r^ 
(Oh may he never meet difafter I 
Was offer'd, for the truth alk Ken of it- 
Jack FalftaflT s Wedding for his benefits 

> L0¥S. 



fjOTE^ who at genius isno fcoffei;, 
IMakesKEN a bo\vi accepts hijsoflfer. 
The piece was play'd — r^the audiehce ckrvffdltf 
l>f ot they ; nor did they much applaud it. 
But as it 'fcap'd^the trial ordeal^ 

To K k's fpirits *twas a dordiaL 

Hebounc'd, look'd big, andft^elFd: his vanity 
Was not to be reftrain'd by ^ny tie : 
He fwore his comedy might claim a 
Precedence in the Briti/h drama:: 
Its flights fo high, ils wit fo attic ^ 
'•Twou'd crown him king of bards dramatic. 
Happy for Ken had Drury*s fultan 
Efteem'd his bantling an adult onel 

But ^fatal to the {^e of tickets ! 

He faid the child had got the rickets ; 
Tho' fome few features irft were fprightiy^ 
Yet altogether 'twas unfightfy. 
Howe'er to foften- Ken's diipleafure. 
For difappointed^w^ and treafure^ 
He charitably ftood his patron. 
And brought him out the.^iV<nc;VMatront 
Than FalftafTs Wedding heavier bruited. 
Yet to the reigning tafte more fuited. 

Some years elaps'd, the doughty Ken 
Applies to Drur^% Chief again: 
He ihookhis head, and fcrcwM hisphjrz hard, 
(The mdovSd Wife ftuck in his gizzard) 
*' Muft I, (cries he) place in my lift 
" A wafyifh Epigramniatijt ? 
** Accept his trq/b^ and be the cully 
*' Offuch a fnarling, fcribbling bully ? 
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" IVc had enough of this iSamc {qmrtt 
" A burnt child ever dreads the fire.** 

Ken vowM revenge, mzdcfam his Pandar ; : "" ' 
Hell fhiidderM at the horrid (lander. 

Thus, Beatrice, have I unfolded 
{And fairly too, I will uphold it) 
The caufe of quarrel literary, 
'Twixt Kenrick and renowned Garry. 
But were the Manager^s behaviour 
(As you relate) in Ken's disfavour^ ... 
Pray could it juftify to true&ge 
Your rancorous friend's informal ufage ? 

In the next term, at leaft in Hil^ry^ 
I hope your friend wiU grace the pillory V" f < . 

And, as he has preparM the jSitfdErt / ^ 

My wifli is, the ^i^3r^)i bloods 

May recompence the fcribbling adder. 

By giving him a hearty lather. : ' /j; 

BENEDlidK. 



To B E N E D I C K. 

Ken vow^d revenge f made famt fus Pandar ; 
HeUJhudder'd at the horrid Jknder. Benedick. 

Ha ! Benedick I and are you there? 
Caught in your own defigning (hare ! 

Doth K ^k's eclogue fay no more 

Than common fame had laid before ? 
So AornVis't become the crime 
To turn the town-talk into rhirae ? 

F To 
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To hint in dark and diftant terms 

What foul*mouthM rumour loud affirms? - t - 

Is fetirc only too fevcrc, 

When more is meant than meets the ear ? 

So cruel is't to fpeak not out, 

But leave avow'd report in doubt ? 

Fame is, we know, a lying ftrumpet; 

And yet the mufes blow her trumpet. 

Your lines would elfe not run fo glib, 

At ev'ry fecond word a fib* 

Lying, *tis therefore plain, in thy fenf^ 

Is founded on poetic licence. 

A falfliood all that you relate. 

Of FalftaTs Wedding and its fate ; 

Of G k*s patronizing charity : 

How ill-beftow*d fo great & rarity ! 

Tho* K ^k e*er had too much pride 

To kifs a manager^s backfide 
ShunnM, with vile Nyky to be feen. 

In G k's train, behind the fcene ; 

Yet, not fo far the world above 
His labour to give up for i>i;^ ; 
His lawful right he ilill maintains. 
To what he claimM as honefk gains. 

Nor this alone the fecret caufe 
Why K k his dread goofe-quill draws. 
Let others crouch ; but, while a man. 
He never will forgive, nor can, 
•Till full redrefsM on fair tonfeffion, 
A bare affront, or bafeoppreflion. 
Much lefs will he reflrain his pen, 
Inlear of wretches lefs than men r. 

That 
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That pen, which truth excites to ^all 

Both the great vulgar, and tHe rmall ; 

The fcourge of guilt, when Juftice claims - • ; 

Its aid againft the greateft names. . . ' / 

Much lefs will hejts nid refufe, . « , * , 

Or tamely check his-dpring mufc, 

Becaufe a ftage-play*r ftalks abroad, m: 

Whofe antic tricks the crowd applaud ; « 

By his profeffion dead to fhame» 

And trufting to theatric fame ; . 

Prefumptuous that our EnglKh laws 

Perverted, to avenge his cau&. 

The free-born mufe in chains will bind, 

Difgraceful unto human kind ; 

of ridicule will check the vein. 

And {atire*s wholefome power reftrain ; .? 

That Vice and Folly, thus fet.frce. 

May laugh at future in&my. 

No, Sir, next Term indeed, or Hillary^ 
May bring your Nyky to the pillory ; 
Securely as you think he's dofetted. 
And &fe from law's purfuit depofited* 
But think not the indignant town 
Will let his farces ftill go down ; 
Or that with fuch a hateful croney. 
You ftill may (hare the public money : 
Attempt it not ; left, in a rage. 
The audience drive thee from the ftage. 

BEATRICE* 



To 
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DOCTORf I have been out of town, or ^^ 

This packet would have reachM you fooner^^ 

Prithee pull off your maik ; for no man 
Should mjure that dear creature, woman. 
In Beatrice you give a handle 
To fix on the dear iex a fcandal. 
What lady would take up goofe quill in 
Defence of fuch a flanderous villain? 

At the word Fame you dofely nibble. 
And ftrive, hj jefuitic quibble, 
T* explain away an obvious meaning ; 
(An art that Ken was always keen in.) 

Thus a Solicitor, who daily 
Attends the feifions at Old Bailey, 
In fraud deep ikillM, to law a nuiiance, 
Will catch a word, pervert its true fenfe. 
To fave a thorough*pac*d, and callous 
Offender from his due-r-the gallows* 

You tax Bsfalfe what I relate 
" Of Faljlafs IVcdding, and its fete/' 
But will a Kenrick's ipfe dixit * 

Blaft my report, and falfehood fix it ? 
N09 Doctor ; he that knows us both. 
Will truft n^ word before your oath. 
The Comedy (howe'cr you laud it) 
I told you was not much applauded. 
Many can witnefs my aflertion 
Is truth ; not envy, nor afperfion. 
Lovis friends znd yours were all agreed in 
The cekbration of Jack^s f bedding ; 

Or 
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Or pofRbly tHe critic clans 

Had fteppM m^^toforbid the bans. 

If on the town again you'd pulhM it 

Another audience might have crufliM it — 

That play, whofc only merit lies 

In imitation^ fcarce can rife. 

You rail at 5;V*— with all my heart : 
Think you I mean to take his part ? 
Think you I would one dHlich write 

T'exculpate a vile f ^ — e > 

No, on him let thy rage be hurl'd : 
No— lafli him naked thro* the world: 
Expofe in (atire^ keeneft lays 
This Ikulking, damnM, deteftfcd race. 
Hang up to publick fcom each bkttc 
Who dares Lovers rites to prbftitute r 
But never tax, itt profe or rhyme^ 
The guiltlefs with fo black a crime. 

Your hints to celebrated Gfarry 
Seem ufelefs and unneceflary. 
Davy is — what? — a man of prudence r 
Now mark what comment I obtrudc-hencc- 



He would deferve a cane„ or thicker ftaff^ 

To favour In future Bickerftaff : 

For fliould a brat the toWri be' fibb*d x)n> ' 

FatherMby Paul, compiPd by Dibden,, 

The fecret could'he hope to fmother ? - 

No; it would out fonie* time or other: 

Then hey \ what havock, rage and fury,. 

Would reign tumultuous at old Drury t 

Down go the boxes! up the benches! — 

The fcencs are firM I— how great the ftench is — ^ 

By 
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By h— — ! each Britifli fair would fly out, 

-And eager join the general riot : 

Wives, widows, maids, turn warlike Knights, 

T* avenge their broken Bill of RigJUs. 

'Twere juft ; for fure no iack-iioor cub, like , 

Vile Bick, fhould profit by the public. 

Doftor, I mean this rhyming letter 
The laft for which you'll be my debtor. 
In friend(hip*s name I therefore crave ycu 
To make it up with injured Davy. 
Your heart of envious fpleen a mafs call. 
And own yourfelf a fland'rous rafcaL 
Speak truth for once, and fhame the Devil-^-- 
Shame J my old Friend f ''twould he uncivil! 
Pho ! he'll excufe you on that fcore ; 
You never made him blu/b before. 

You think Tm Drury's ftage-diredon 
Upon my honour, mere conjedure ! • 
Fve put on Benedick's difguife. 
To be concealed from critic fpies ; 
And Garrick knows no more than Bick, 
Or Ken, the name of 

BENEDICK. 

To BENEDICK. 

Thus coftivc bards themiclves excufe, 
And lay the fault upon the mufe; 
A flattern, rambling up and down. 
That, whenthey^re dull, is out of town. 

But, come, for once, we'll let it pais, 
A witling is fbmetimes an afs. 

Elfe 
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Elfe you agaliii friend Benedlckt 
Had, fure, not playM youifclf a trick ; 
Admitting fo much as admitted. 
You're felf-condemned and felf-outwitted. 

You own, for ihftance, that if Garry 
(A name for rhime moft neccflary) 
" Should tnfuturo favour Bickerftaflfi 
" He would deferve a cane or thicker ftafil" 
Here, then let's iffuejoiui atlaft^ 
And from the future judge the paji. 
What more of Bick doth Garry know 
Now, than he did fbnie time ago } 
Can he with any fice pretend 
Foul rumour had not markM his friend ? 
That he, kept only In .the dark, 
Ne'er faw, nor heard^ of fiich a mark ? 

Or fay Vis worfe 1 bid hhn anfwer— — 

T* aflkil a foldier than a dancer? 

W^l feas^t been (aid, on this occafion^ 

That, whatfoe'er a man*s per(uafion„ 

He (hould carefs on no condition. 

Him on whom lights fuch foul fufpknoik; 

Shy of the deareft friend in life^ 

As CadTar of his flaunting wife ; 

*Tis not enough, preferv'd her honour, 

Sufpicion mufl: not light upon her t 

Say has your friend. Sir Benedick,, 
Thus prudently behavM with Bick ? 
Say,, did he more than gently chide. 
And ftrive his firft offence to hide t 
Ev'n fealing up the lips of thofe 
Who loudly now his fhame difclbfe? 
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Should fuch defaulters be refpeAed 
Till in grofs infamy deteded ? 
'Tisthus, by being over nice 
To check in time, men fofter vice. 

Dan G k knows, tBo* not DoSyfimus^ 

Repente nemo eji turpijjimus. 
Thus e*en to him vile Bick may owe 
His having fall'n at laft fo low : 
To Garry hence the la(h is due ; 
And that laid on feverely too. 

As to the reft of your epiftle. 
My blackbird might an anfwerwhiftle; 
He who can ftill, beneath a malk, call 
Another villain, rogue, and rafcal ; 
Set bis own word againft his oath, 
Muft be a fool, or knave, or both. 
It matters little what's his name : 
G k or Benedick's the lame. 



BEATRICE. 



FINIS. 



\ 



LETTER 



T O 



DAVID G A R R I C K, Efq. 



LETTER 



T O 



DAVID GARRICK, Efq. 



OCCASIONED 



By his having moved the Court of King's Bench againft the Publiflicr 
of Love in the Suds, or the Lamentation of Roscius 

FOR THE Loss OF HIS NyKY. 



By Dr. K E N R I C K. 



'MiUo maUdiSa omnia 



Rem ipfam piiUmus,. Adelphi- 



LONDON: 

Prikt£d for J. WHEBLE, P at ER-Nosxia-Rovn 

Mdcclxxii.. 



T 



O^sv^ ^ v-5<%r> ^'©-e^^'Cij 



C- 



[ ' ] 

A 

LETTER 

TO 

DAVID G A R R I C K, Efq, 

SIR, 

XT IS in deference to the opinion of fome well-meantng friends, who feem 
to think the chaftifement bellowed on your friend Rofcius extremely 
fevrere, and that fuch feverity requires the apology of a particular provoca- 
tion, that I trouble you with this addrcfs. For my own part, I neither 
think him treated with fufficient feverity ; nor, if he were, that any fuch 
apology is neceflary. On the contrary, I regard this notion of my friends 
as a mark of that felfifli and narrow minded difpofition, which adhiates the 
generality of mankind ; and as a proof of the general mifconception of 
the province and privileges of the fatyrift ; who is thus miftakenly fup- 
pofed to ftand in need of a perfonal injury to juftify his reprehenfion of the 
vices or follies of others. It is indeed totally incompatible with the libe- 
rality of his charadter, and thofe public- fpirited motives which are prefumed 
to animate his zeal, and infpire his fentiments. A champion in the caufe of 
truth, he enters not the lifts to avenge his own wrongs, but thofe of fociety. 
It is not requifite the falfe knight he encounters, ihould have particularly 
offended him : it is enough that he is recreant to the interefts of community 
and humanity in general. A fpirit of chivalry and poetical licence, may 
indeed carry him fometimes, from the warmth of indignation, a little too 
far In his challifcmcnt of individuals ; but the geoerofity and difinterefted- 

B nefs 
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nefs of his motives were ever admitted to excufe, if not to juftify. the 
effc^s of fo laudable an enthuiiafm. 

Such, in as polifhed and virtuous ages at lead as the prefent, was the 
charader and prerogatives of the fatyrift. We have now indeed no knight- 
errants but in politics ; public freedom ftill boafts a defender in Mr, 
Wilkes: the champions of the moral world expired with his friend 
Churchill. It is no wonder, therefore, if the monfters and pefts of 
fociety have fo greatly of late gained ground upon us : nor will it be more 
to be wondered at, if, their enormities being winked at as they have 
been, they fliould ftill gain greater ground, to the utter deftrudtion of our 
national character ^^ and the difiufioa of an univerfal degeneracy of manners. 
Nothing can more contribute to this, than our miftaken lenity, in treating 
fufpicious characters with perfonal refpedt, 

** Till their broad ihame comes flaring in the face," 

and they expofe themfelves to be objedts of public deteflation. What 
would become of the chaftity, and wjiat ihould we think of the modefly 
of the fair-fex, if coquetry were to he countenanced, and female levity en- 
couraged, till they ripened into proftifution ? What would become even of 
themorals of men, if vices of every kind were not to be nipped in the bud^ 
and immorality difcountenanced in the firft and earlieft flages^ of guilt i 
Are we to wink at theft till it grow bold enough for robbery ? to put up 
with violence till it proceed to murder ? It is thus indeed that the merce- 
naries of juftice eventually cp-operate to promote the perpetration of capital 
crimes ; a petty criminal is not worth the purfuit. This may be a plea 
with Fielding's myrmidons, but fure it is to the credit and intereft of the 
fcftof the world, to check the firft, and difcourage the mcA diftant appear- 
ance of evil» It is one thing to fave from ruin, and another to ihun the 
mined ; if the latter be prudent, the former is virtuous : the prevention of 
crimes is more humane than the execution of criminals. It is alfo of more 
ufe to fociety, efpecially when both the crime and punifliment are induftri- 
cuily.con%ned to oblivion. 

It is obferved, as a remarkable inflancc of the modefty of our Englilb 
kws» that the crime a^nft nature is denominated namlefs, or not fit ta 
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be named among Chriftians i an argument this in favour of the virtue of 
our anceftors. In times when fo unnatural a faft was hardly ever heard 
of, it was natural to forbear giving fo abhorred an idea a name. 1 he 
language of the divine law, however, is lefs modifhly delicate ; nor can 
I think the fqueamifhnefs of our municipal ftile, in times fo groffly de- 
praved as the prefect, of any utility, either political or moral. It is in- 
deed attended with a palpable abfurdity, while our courts of juftice treat 
fo gi;ofs a depravity with evident lenity. On the completion of the hoi- 
rid adt, it is true, the laws give the judges no difcrctionary power ; but 
furely there is the fame criminality, as far as concerns the intention of 
the aflailant, which in this caie chiefly conflitutes the crime, in a palpable 
attempt as in the adual perpetration ! And yet fuch attempts, though in 
acfu proximo, are ufually punilhed by a fhort imprifonment and momentary 
penance ; as if the law thought it fufEcient to expofe, as a fcandal to 
fociety, the wretch, who muft have already digefted the Ihame of being a 
fcandal to human- nature. 

Again, with refpedi: to the publick ; (hocking as the refledHon on fuch 
fubjeds muft be to true fenfibility, the affedtation of burying the fhame 
and guilt in forgetfulnefs together, is certainly a piece of falfe delicacj' ; 
it is in {z6t refcuing the culprit from infamy, and is an alleviation of a 
punifhment, which will almoft bear every poflible aggravation. It is 
befides inconfiftent with our notions of jufticiary punilhment in every 
other cafe. TJiat of common felony ends with death ; to that of one at- 
tended with cruelty or murder, is added the gibbetting of the criminal, in 
order that the remembrance of his punifhment may prevent the repetition 
of his crime. In the cafe in queftion, confefledly the moft odious of all 
crimes, both that and its punifhment are carefully hid under the veil of 
filence; as if juftice itfelf were aftiamed of avenging the outrages which 
the moufters of fociety commit againft nature* 

The moral utility, therefore, of applying the rod of ridicule to this 
falfe delicacy of moral fentiment and impolitic lenity in the pradlice of our 
laws, was a powerful call on the fatirift ; who, zealous for the honour 

B 2 of 



[ + 1 

of his country, and the dignity of human nature, could not bur glow 
%vith indignation at the frequent inftances of a fhamcful abufe of both. 

It was the misfortune of Rofcius, Sir, if not his fault, to have been 
inftrumental in the cultivation of this falfe delicacy and impolitic lenity. 
But I will not call his prediledion for Nyky merely a misfortune ; that 
fuch it proves, is the common confequence of Ihame being attendant on 
vice, and mortification on folly and imprudence.^ Poffeffed of the above 
fentiments, therefore, I took, what I conceived, not only a. juftifiable- 
liberty, but a hudable refolution, in giving loofe to a fatirical vein, which 
opened itfelf, on the late abrupt difappearance of his favourite. I can 
truly aver. Sir, it was from thefe motives, and thefe only, that I took 
up the pen to fcribble the Lamentcaion of Rofcius for the lofs of kis Nyky,; 
a publication of which, as a poetical performance, not the prejudiced 
Rofcius himfelf can have a meaner opinion than its author. I do not 
pique myfelf on the literary merit of a lampoon. The truth is, it was 
the produce of a few idle hours, intended for a very narrow circulation ; 
and would probably have never reached the public eye,, had not the in- 
folence of one brother, and the petulance of the other, in a manner 
dragged it from its deftined obfcurity. The friends of Rofcius, it is 
true, have been pleafed to reprefent it as a cruel attack on his character, 
commenced on the meaneft motives, and carried on with the moft in* 
terefted views. There is indeed fcarce an inftigation,. by which the hu- 
man heart is moved to evil, to which one or other of them has not im- 
puted this lamentable production ; the eflence, according to them, of en- 
vy, hatred, malice, and all uncharitablenefs.. The fadk is, that your ad- 
vocates, having little or nothing to fay, in defence of their cFient, have 
pundtually followed Quintilian*s advice in afperfing the adverfary. Si 
nihil quod nos adjuvet, erit^ quaramus quid adverfarium Udat. His per- 
formance, fay they, contains a deteftable charge, againft Rofcius> wh6m 
it places on a footing with Nyky.. 

On the other hand, there are thofe, who find nothing of this atrocious 
charge, but, lefs out of partiality to the writer, than regard for the ho- 
nour of our age and country, conceive it a moft falutary chaftifement 
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ef Rofcius ; and at the fame time an opportune reprehenfion of that^ 
backwardnefs in men of charadter, to ftigmatize on fufpicion thofe nu- 
merous wretches, who are become fo horrid a nufance to fociefy. If 
fiifpicion indeed be totally groundlefs, fuch delicacy is commendable; 
but this is feldom, if ever, the cafe. Why then not exprefs a difguft, 
or difplay a refer ve, equal to the ftrength of thofe grounds? In avoiding 
a man, or even accufing him, of petty larceny, do we charge him with 
a robbery on the high-way ? Muft not a culprit be whipped at the cart's- 
.tail, becaufe truly he does not yet deferve to be hanged? No, Sir, had 
L conceived Rofcius to fland in the odious predicament of Nyky, the 
pen of the fatirift fliould have lain ftill. I differ from Juvenal and Per- 
feus, in thinking crimes of enormous guilt proper fubjedts for fatire. 
Objeds of horror are no topics of humour. To lafli fuch wretches as 
Nyky, would have been to affume the office of a common executioner ; > 
the (hamelefs and abandoned are not the objedls of ridicule;. 

That facred weapon, left for truth's defence: 
Sole dread' of folly, vice and infolence. 

They only are the proper objeds of fatire, who have flillfenfibility enough: 
to feel the fenfe of fliame ;. 

Safe from the bar, the pulpit, and the throne^. 
Who're touched and Iham'd by ridicule alone* - 

Thus, Sir, have I exculpated Rofcius even in his caftigation ; his extreme 
fenfibility of which is^ at the fame time, no indifferent compliment to his» 
virtue. 

What the lawyers will make of it, I know not ;- but the plain purport 
of the performance in queftion, is moft evidently and folely that of turn- 
ing Rofcius into ridicule, for having encouraged, as a writer, out of 
principles of avarice and vanity, a wretch, whom he. had reafonto deteftj, 
<xt at leaft, cautiouily to ihun, as a.man». 
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It has been well obfcrved on this occafion, that *' there is a fpecies of 
*^ criminality in countenancing the vicious, even when we deteft their 
** vices, though it will hardly be thought the vices of thofe can be very 
*^ deteftable to us, whom we continue to proteft and encourage, particu- 
*^ larly in the cafe in queftion.** The ludicrous palliatives, therefore, put 
into the mouth of Rofcius, are juftifiable itrokes of irony, unlefs it were 
in his power to difprove his having had fufficient reafon to fufpeft the abo- 
minable difpofition of Nyky. There are indeed fome, who would look 
on the whole as a very innocent, if not infipid, performance, if the appli- 
cation of the name of Rofcius were not fo very obvious. Thefe arc 
ever ready to exclaim 

None but yourfelf by name the guilty lafli ; 
Ev'n Gurney faves half Newgate by a dafli ; 
Spare then the perlon and expefc the vice. 

The retort, however, is as ready ; 

How, Sir ! not damn the Iharper, but the dice ! 

It has been the privilege of the free-born fatirift in all ages, from the 
antient Ariftophanes to the prefent, to exhibit any public charafter, 
he might fix on, to make the objeft of his ridicule. The author of the 
Clouds even pitched on that of Socrates ; furely as refpeftable as our mo- 
dern Rofcius. Nay, many of the odes and epodes of Horace are mere 
lampoons on private perfons his partiailar enemies. 

But I plead not the example of Horace, nor the practice of Arifto- 
j>hanes : to come to later times, I would afk, what would have become 
of Pope, Whitehead, and Churchill, if they had been profecuted with 
virulence for all the libels, which a cunning lawyer might, by the 
help of inferences and innuendoes, difcover in their writings ? What would 
become of our modern Ariftophanes, if he were perfecuted in the fame 
litigious manner ; for exhibiting the moral and perfonal defe(5ts of vicious 
or ridiculous individuals ? Nay, Sir, what would long ago have become of 
Rofcius himfelf, if he had ^en thus profecuted, or even juftly chaftifed, for 
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tticnirig the nafufitl and harmlefs imperfeiHons of others into the fevercft rU 
dicule ? What fliall we fay to his commencing a profecution againft the 
^ubliiher ,of a paltry lampoon, in which he is juftly lalhed for egre* 
gious and inexcufable folly in countenancing a man fufpeded of unnatural 
propenfities ; when we reflcft on the cruel and fatal efFeds of his pointed 
ridicule, in taking off the natural defedls and inbfFenfive peculiarities of 
every refpeAable perfon of his own profeffion, thiit flood in the way ofliis 
advancement, when he firft entered on his theatrical career ? Mills, Ryan 
and fome others, indeed, fupported themfelves like men under that ilonxi 
of laughter which the cruel mimick fo wantonly, fo inhumanly raifed to- 
overwhelm them with contempt. But one would be tempted to imagine 
that the adual appearance of the ghoft of honeft Delane muft have taught 
him to aifume thofe natural exprefEons of horrour he exhibit;^ On fight of 
the fi&itious one in Hamlet. 

What exclufivc privilege hath Rofcius to aft lampoons which it were 
libellous in others to write ? What prerogative to exempt bim from being 
attacked, as he has attacked others ? Nee lex junior uUa, &r. is an old adage^ 
and the juftice of the lex talienis univerfally admitted. Were it even other- 
wife, and Rofcius exempted from the liberty taken with public charaflers^ 
there is a reafon which, as Dryden obferves, may juftify any poet when he 
writes againft a particular perfon ; and that is, vvhen he becomes a public 
nufance. " It is an aftion of virtue,^ fays he, " to make examples of 
•* vicious and foolilh men. They may and ought to be upbraided with 
** their crimes and follies ; both for their own amendmen^9 if they 
*' are not yet incorrigible, and for the terror of others, to hinder them from 
** falling into thofe enormities which they fee fo feverely puniihed in the 
" perfons of others. — ^This is abfolutely a poet's office to perform.*' 

Now, Sir, it will hardly be denied, that the fair countenance and fa- 
miliarity, which long fubfifted between Rofcius and Nyky^ (fetting 
the odious idea of criminality out of the queftion) was become at 
length a public nufance. The parafitical fervility, to fay no worfe of it, 
with which the tatter clung round the heels, and was ever at the beck, of 
the former, is well known to thofe, who, difgufled at fuch ungentlemanlike, 
fuch unmanly behaviour^ abfented themfelves frona the theatrical and do« 
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•medic Icvccs of the manager. At the fame time, the afTeded burfts of 
adulation and intemperate applaufe, with which the admiring Nyky ufed 
to alarm and difturb the audience, when his patron performed, are fuffi- 
ciently notorious. 

I will go no farther, therefore, at prefent, in illuftrating the defign, or • 
juftifying the execution, of the lampoon in queftion. If an artful pleader 
can make out an appearance of the pretended charge, and a confcientious' 
jury be fo far impofed on as to believe it real, the publilhers muft fubmit 
to the judgment of the court. I have too good an opinion, however, both 
of courts and juries, to think they will judge it more criminal to reproach 
others, than it is to be the objeft of reproach ; and I will truft to their 
candour, whether the pubKc condudt of Rofcius hath not been fuffi- 
ciently reproachful. In the mean time, it is but juftice to exculpate the 
author, with refpedt to the very illiberal motives before-mentioned ; to 
which his performance and its publication are imputed. It is lefs blame- 
able to commit an aftual errour from laudable motives, than from bafe and 
fcandalous principles to do a mere innocent adt. 

The human breaft harbours not a more general, nor, at the fame time a 
meaner paffion than envy ; it is hence no wonder that the cenfure we pafs 
on others is fo often attributed to that caufe : efpecially if they are of more 
elevated rank, or are diflinguilhed for fuperior talents, reputation, or 
fuccefs in life. It fometimes happens, indeed, that the enjoyments of the 
meaneft of mankind make them objeds of envy, even to the great. The 
fated epicure 

Calls, happy dog I the beggar at his door ; 
And envies third and hunger to the poor. 

This, T am convinced, is much oftener the cafe than is imagined ; though 
it muft be confeffed that wealth and fame are the two great objeds of envy. 
Now Rofcius is wealthy and famous ; it was but natural, therefore, for 
men, who are a<5tuated by no public-fpirited motives themfelves, but bent 
fco impute every thing to a bad caufe, to pitch upon envy as a leading prin- 
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ciple, on the prefent occafion. In doing this^ however^ they did not fuffi- 
ciently confider the different difpofition and circumftances of the parties ; 
the fuppofed envious and the envied. As to myfelf^ I am by much too 
ienfible of the ufe and advantages of money to envy any one the pofleffion 
of itt who is fo loth to ufe it, aqd fo incapable of enjoying its advantages as 
Rofcius. It is juftly obferved by one of his' advocates, that •* if he loves 
money, it can't be denied that he has laboured hard for it.'' No, nor that 
he labours juft as hard to keep what he has got ; and to add accumulating 
heaps to his (tore. 

Fervet avaritia miferoque cupidine peSfus. 

Believe me. Sir, I could as foon envy a carelefs pro<£gal, but one degree 
above want, as a craving mifer, who lives in conitant fear of lofing and 
anxiety to increafe, what he poffefles. But Rofcius is famous : he b ce-^ 
lebrated both as a poet and a player. He is fo ; but his fuperiority in the 
firft charaAer may well pafs unenvied, as it is fo greatly eclipfed by that 
of the laft. Rofcius, though greatly inferiour to what he has been, it 
certainly the beft comedian of the age. But what is the profeffion of a 
comedian, that even the beft, the mod celebrated of them Ihould be an ob- 
jeft of envy with a fenfible man ? 

What, afks Roufleau, is the merit of his fo much boafted talents ? '^ It 
is/* fays he, ^^ the merit of playing the cheat ; of afluming a cha- 
ra£ter foreign to himfelf, and appearing different from what he really is. It is 
that of the art of flying into a paffion in cold Uood ; of laying, what he does 
not think, as naturally as if he really thought it. It is, in ihort, that of 
forgetting himfelf to perfonate others.'*—'^ What,*' continues this ihrewd 
and fen&ble writer, ^^ is the profeffion of a comedian ? It is a profeffion in 
which a man exhibits himfelf a publick fpedacle for money : a profeffion in 
the pradice of which he fubmits to take infults and affironts from thofe, who 
think they purchafe ^th pence a right to treat him ignominioufly : a pro* 
feffion, in Ihort, in which he expofes his perfon to publick fale. Tell me, 
I coiyure you, and every ingenuous mind, whether you do not think, in 
Sincerity of heart, that this pradict hath fomething in it fervile and bafe. 
What kind of fpirit can a comedian imbibe from it ? Certsdnly a fpirit of 
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lying, meannefs, ridicule and vanity ; a low vcrfatility, which qualifies hint 
for ading every charafter in life, but that which he throws afidc and is the 
Bobleft of all, the charafter of a man/' Who that would preferve this 
charader, then, can envy a comedian, even though it beRofcius himfelf ? 
I do not mean here to call any refleftion on our prefeot performers^ I am 
fenfible that very many of them would do honour to a more refpeftable 
profeffion, and I only wiih that the bed player was not the worft mart 
among them. 

It is true that Mr. Wilkes has occalionally applied to him.the eulogium^ 
which Cicero made on the Rofcius of ancient Rome : but it ftiould be 
remembered that Cicero was pleading for his client, and Mr* Wilkes- 
was paying a compliment to popularity. The retur^ which the Roman^ 
Rofcius made to Cicero, was noble and great ;. he endeavoured to prove 
himfelf deferving the praife bellowed on him. That of our Englifh Rofcius 
to his friend Wilkes was juft as low and little ; he gave his encomiaft the 
lie, the next time he mounted the ftage, by particularly pointbg againft 
him an obnoxious paflage in the part of Lord Haftlngs,. about popular 
demagogues and public liberty^^ 

But Rofcius, fays another of his advocates^ " may be envied for hii 
familiarity with the great." So may their pimps, parafites and pathicsl 
Is it for their morals or their buffoonery thjtt players arc ipade familiar with- 
the great ? Unlefs the great themfelves were more refpeftable for their good- 
qualities, their familiarity with a player Ihouldno more excite thc.eavy of 
a rational being, than his lordlhip^s familiarity with his monkey, or my 
lady's fondnefs for her lap-dog. Perfonal intimacy under an imparity oF 
circumftances is attended with: many mortifications toinferiours ; efpecially 
to men of genius and fpirit; who, if equal in fortune, would be above cul- 
tivating fuch intimacy. Not but that the favour of the rich and powerful- 
is the road to wealth and preferment in moft profeffions; but there fubfijftj;. 
no longer that neceffary Qonneftion between the literary and the great 
world which was fo retnarkable in former ages. Otway literally begged 
his bread, with his Orphan in his hand, and yet perifhed for want of it 
at laft. But fince literature hath become an objedl of commerce, the labours 
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of the audior are a ftaple commodity and the man of letters an indepcn- 
dant trader : his independency increafing in proportion to his talents, like 
that of the artift or artificer, who vends only his own manufactures, which 
others are prohibited to imitate. Hence the fcholar and the man of genius 
has no more reafon to court the protedion, or fcekthe familiarity of the 
great, than a tradefman in Chcapfide or a merchant on the Royal E^tchange, 
White the publick is their patron, they need pay homage to no privatir 
Maecenas* 

It is indeed a kind of infolence and impertinence in the modern great, 
many of whom have rifen from the dregs of the people and more of whom 
are as void of literature as urbanity, to e^pe^ the gratuitous attendance 
of either a man of genius, fciencc or erudition. 

Enough for half the greateft of thefe days. 
To *fcape his cenfure, not expedt his praife, 
• Are they not rich ? What more can they pretend ? 
Dare they to hope a poet for their friend ? 

Men of mean minds may indeed facrifice their independency to their 
vanity, as the inferior ranks of life fo frequently do ; but if they confulted 
their cafe and intereft, they would wifh to have no commerce with the great, 
that is not attended with pecuniary profit. You, Sir, indeed, whofo well 
know even to profit by your vanity, yet endeavour, as far as your influence 
extends, to check this commercial fpirit in others and to transfer that de* 
pendcncy, which writers formerly flood in refpedVing the great, to their * 
fituation in refpeft to the theatre. The ftage hath been ftiled the poet's 
mine of wealth ; but it is a mine, in which, with the true fpirit of avarice 
and infolence, you would have him dig the ore, like the poor Indian for the 
hau^ty Spaniard, folely for your own honour, for your own emolument. 
The advocates of Rofcius have even reprefented him as dealing out the 
dole of charitable diftribution among his dependent beggars the dramatic 
poets. It is Rofcius's private purfe they would ereft into a mount of 
piety, in which is centered every four<:e of liberality and reward, that flows 
from the public fenfe of dramatic or theatrical merit* Shame on fuch mean- 
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nels ! Like the idolatrous prieftspf Bel^ they contend for the credit of their 
idol, that they may ihare the fragments of the feaft provided for him by 
blind devotion. The time will come^ however^ when this all-devouring 
mock-deity will be found to be nothing more than a thing *^ of glay with* 
in and brafs Without^^' a grofs impofition on the populace ! 

Another motive^ to which the lampoon in queflion is imputed^ is hatred i 
but hatred is often involuntary where it exifts^ and juftly to be incurred 
where iteiifis not. I know not that I have fuffident reafon to hate Rofcius^ 
though it is certain I ever cordially hated^ and that in a manner from In^ 
ftindt the detefbible Nyky. 

1 cannot help it^ but 'tis from my foul^ 
I hate a rafcal and defpife a fooL 

Here then I plead in fome meafure^ guilty ; which I cannot do to the next 
charge^ of malice or. implacability. I do not mean to inculcate that I have 
no caufe of offence againft Rofcius^ becaufe I aver it was not the original 
motive of my fatire : juftifiable as my private refentment may be thought^ 
that alone would not have been with me a fufficient incentive for fo public 
a chaftifement. They know little of my difpofition, who conceive it capa^- 
ble of fofiering the feeds of malice ; naturally vindicative^ it is too irafcible 
to be implacable ; though^ being never offended without a caufe it isfeldom 
fatisfied without a reafon. To forget and forgive is a chriftian precept^ and 
would be as moral as it is pious^ did not the very flovenly pradice of it g^ve 
daily occafion for its repetition. They are feldom very cautious of offend* 
ing in the mornings who know they ihall be forgiven at night : and hence 
it is that we feefo many mortal enemies, over nighty ihaking hands and the 
beft friends again in the world, in the morning. But thb is mere, boys, 
play ; it is converting the bufinefs and converfatian of men into the iquab- 
bles and way wardnefs of children. 

To come to the laft and moft exceptionable motive of all^ that of isgn* 
titude. I am taxed^ Sir^ with behaving to Rofciui with ingratitude! 

If 
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If it were fo, it were a grievous fault ; 
And grievoufly ought I to anfwer it. 

Ingratumfi £xeris omnia dixeris. To clear myfclf of this afperfioo then^ 
is, to me, a matter of importance. I fliall claim your attention, therefore^ 
while I recount a fimple narrative of the few tranfadtions, that have pafled 
between Rofcius and myfelf ; from which it may be gathp-ed whether I 
have been ungrateful to him, or he unjuft and infdent to me» 

I enter upon this the more readily, as, however difagreeable be the taik 
of egotifm, it may ferve to prevent other writers, who have no other relburce 
than the ftagefrom being cajoled and trifled with in the fame manner.. At the 
fame time it will tend to remove fome of thofe imputations, which the pen of 
abufe hath of late fo liberally bellowed on me, and which may have had their 
weight with thofe who have thought it worth while to give attention to 
fuch a fubjed» 

It is now. Sir, above twenty years ago that, being much fonder of dr»» 
matic entertainments than at prefent, I amufed myfelf with wridng the 
play of Falfta£Ps Wedding, in imitation of Shakefpeare. But as it was 
neither calculated nor intended for the ftage^ the theatrical managers would 
never have been troubled with it, had not the author's acquaintance had a 
inuch better opinion of it than himfelf. It was in confequence of its falling 
into the hands of a friend of yours, in the iummer of the year fifty-nine 
that I was prevailed on, to let him offer it to Rofcius, for reprefentatbn.^ 
His refufal of it was no other than I expeded, though his reaibns for it are 
fomewhat Angular. His reply now Ues before me and is verbatim, aa fol:-^ 
lows^ 

To R— — B ECq. 

Dear Sir, ThurfiU^y July S^ -» 

I have read over the play you lent me with great care. There is in many placet,, 
particularly in the charaAer of Falftaff, a very good imitation of Shakefpeare, but 
Botwitbflanding that, I think the managers would run a great rifque in bringing it 
upon the ftage— We have at prefent no FalfladF belonging to us, and if vm had 

Imuft: 
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-Imuft be free enough to declare, that I could not venture to bring fo many of Shake* 
fpeare'sjcnown characters upon the ftage in a new performance, 

I am dear Sir 

your moft obedient 

humble fervant, 

* D. G A R R I C K. 

The reader, who knows any thing of tlie play in queflion, and of the 
fftage, will of courfe be apt to wonder what great rsfque the managers 
would have run, in getting up a piece attended with fo little expence and 
•trouble ; efpecially when it was admitted to have merit, as an imitation of 
Sbakefpeare : a kind of merit fo very Angular that it would at lead have 
excufed them to the town^ even fuppofing it had not been applauded in 
-the reprefentation. 

It is fomewhat whimfical after fo many attempts to imitate Shake(peare 
had fsdled, in fo much that the very idea of it became exploded ; Mr. Pope 
iCven ridiculing the beft of them as refembling Shakefpeare only in one line ; 

And fo good-morrow to you, good matter lieutenant: 

1 fay it is whimfical that, when the prafticability of fuch imitation was in 
z manner defpaireJ of, a fubfequent attempt, which had confeffedly the 
merit in many places of being a very good imitation of Shakefpeare, and that 
particularly in fo capital a chara£ler as Falftaff, ihould lay the managers under 
fuch perilous circumftances, as to make them afraid to venture to run the 
rif^ue of bringing it on the ftage. 

Rofcius was not afraid, fome years before, to bring on a profefled imita- 
tion of Shakefpeare, which had confeffedly no merit, as an imitation, at all. 
What then could he be now afraid of ? What, unlefs, from motives of 
vanity -and avarice, he feared the exhibition of a more fuccefsful attempt 
might give the world room to think, that others knew fomething of Shake- 
fpeare as well as himfelf ; or that, failing of fuccefs in the exhibition, he 
imight run the great rifque of lofing five farthings I— for more it ccHild 

ihacdly be : yet this Jbe could not venture to do. 

^ One 
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One ihould have thought the plea, of having no F^aff^ a very fuf- 
ficient one for his then rejeding the play. That of there being too many 
of Shakefpeare*s known charadters in it, feems a very abfurd one, unlefs 
we are to fuppofe that Rofcius had, at that time, laid the plan of his late 
immortal pageant, and was ambitious of the honour of bebg the firft to ' 
bring on all Shakefpeare*s known charadlers in a pantomime. 

Fill but his purfe. King David's work is done ♦ 

Alike to him by pathos pr by pun. 

I prefume that they who talk of ingratitude will not pretend I- was much . 
obliged to Rofcius for this favour. 

But to proceed : The play thus rejefted was printed ; but the purchafer 
of the copy delaying to publiih it, he was difcovered to have formed a « 
defign of getting it on the ftage himfelf* To this end, he tranfmitted a 
roanufcript copy of it to Mr. Love, then manager of the Edinburgh 
Theatre ; who was preparing, or at leaft foon intended, to get it up ; when 
he left Scotland and came to Drury-Lane. Ibus difappointed in his aim,, 
the proprietor, on the publication of. my review of Johnfon*s Shakefpearc 
in fixty-five, thought proper to publilh it, full fix years after it had been 
firft printed. About this time I became acquainted with Mr. Love, to 
whom I was till then an utter ftranger, being introduced to each other by 
a common acquaintance ; when, after feveral converfations od the fub- 
jeftof Falftaffs Wedding, it was agreed on between us that, as Rofcius 
had formerly rejected it, for the reafons above given^ and as it was not fo 
well adapted, as it might be, for the ftage, I ftiould alter it in any man- 
ner the manager might think neceflary ; on condition of Mr. Love's having: 
it the firft night for his benefit ; and, in cafe it met with the approbation 
of the publick, that it fliould be. afterwards performed as ufual, for. the. 
emolument of the author. 

On thefe terms. Sir, I underftood the play was put into Rofcius's hands : . 
and except on thefe terms I fliould not have thought it neceflary to put it 
into his hands at all. Had it been, as his advocates have ioduftrioufly 

propa*- 
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propogatcd, that I fought out Mr. Love, and gratuitoufly dTered him the 
play for his benefit, without any future profpeft of emolument to myfelf, 
I ihould not have troubled Rofcius about his opinion of it (for that I knew 
before) nor (hould I myfelf have taken the trouble to alter it, as he mi^t 
pleafe to dired. Indeed the fuppofition that a man, • rather under than 
above the world, (hould throw away fo much of his time and take fo much 
pains merely to oblige a (tranger, is as abfurd and improbable, as that Rof- 
cius (hould concern himfelf about the dramatic merit of a piece, to be got 
up only for a performer's benefit. In a letter of yours, however, bearing 
date the feventh of February fixty-fix,.you fay. *^ I (hall take the play 
•* with me next week into the country and (hall confider it with great care." 
Oa the twenty-firft of die fame month, I received alfo the following from 
Mr. Love. 

To WILLIAM KEN RICK, Efq. 

SIR, BilUH'Jlriit^ Fihn sf. 

Mr. Garrick has been very much taken up with the bufinefs, diiappoint* 
ments, &c. of the new play [mtaning the Clandijtine Marriage] — but nevertbeleft 
took your Comedy with htm into the coimtry, and, as he (ays, has confidered it 
attentively.— -I fhall have it from him to-day, and (hould be glad to hear when or 
v^ere I can fee you, to tell you all he fays upon the occa(ion. He acknowledges 
great* merit in it, and does not tocm to have found any neceffity for ytrj material 
alterations. 

I am 

your very humble firvant, 

JAMES LOVE. 

Nothing can be plainer, from the tenour andjlyle of this letter, than 
that Mr. Love thought me equally interefted with himlelf, in Mr« Garrick's 
approbation of the piece. On feeing him indeed he told me that Rofcius, 
(I give the manager either name, and to avoid the perpetual recurrence of 
you and /, ufe either the firft, fecond, or third perfon, as it runs moft eafily 
from the pen) — he told, me 1 fay, that Rofcius had highly applauded the play, 
as the only good imitation of Shakefpearc he had ever met with ; that he 
had even expreflfed himfelf with a kind of enthufiafm in its favour, and 
had promifed to exert himfelf to the utmoft in the getdng of it up, particu- 
larly 
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larly mentioning that he, Rofcius, would make Mr. Parfons the bed Jufticc 
Shallow, that ever trod the ftage. At the fame time he gave me fome hints, 
which had been thrown out by the Manager, refpefting the alteration of the 
piece. On this, I fet ferioufly about adapting it for the ftage. Unluckily, 
Rofcius was foon after taken, or afraid of being taken, ill, and retired to 
Bath ; where he remained till after the play was performed. He can inftruft 
his retainers, now, to fay, it was not much applauded, though Love's and 
Kenrick*s friends were combined^ to fupport it. That Mr. Love fliould make 
intereft among his friends for his benefit, is in the way of his profeflion ; but 
that I defired a fingle friend to take a ticket, or attend the reprefentation^ is 
abfblutely falfe. As to its applaufe, it was not indeed attended with that 
forced and melancholy clapping, which is mechanically clattered from the 
partial hands of a paper-raifed audience •, but, if an involuntary roar of laugh- 
ter, fix)m the b^inning to the end of the pky, be applauie •, that it certaii^ 
had. It is poflible, if its applaufe had been more doubtful or moderate, it 
would have better pleafed the manager, and he would have permitted its re- 
prefentation to be repeated. Not that, as I have fince founds it could have 
been well rppeaced that feafon ; the run of the Clandeftine Marrkge not 
having bee^ over before the benefits began, fo that thofc nights as were no 
benefits, were engaged for that comedy. I made no doubt, however, that 
it would be jpermitted to take a riin the enfuing winter, agreeable to the 
terms in which it had been altered and brought on, efpecially as I had fold 
* the altered copy, after giving the refufal of it to the proprietor of the former, 
to a pardcular friend of Mr. Garrick's -, who, being about that time at Bath, 
had converfcd with him on the fubjeft, and could not but be fuppofed to 
lyiow his then opinion and intention refpedling it. For my own part, in- 
deed, I then knew fo litde of Rofcius, his difpofirion, and manoeuvres, that 
I made a full dependance on it. Nay, fo foolilhly confident was I of the 
Manager's, good difpofition to encour^e any thing elfe from the fame hand, 
that I informed hini foon after of my defign of writing a comedy in the mo- 
dem tafte', defiring to know if he could alfo bring that on, the enfuing^ winter. 
To this application I received the following anfwen 
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To Mr. K E N R I C K. ' 

SIR, Hampion^ Mayyy 1766. 

Wc have fix performances at prefent in our hands, fome of which were received be- 
fore I went abroad, three of them are only farces. I fhall produce them Sis faft as 
I can ; but till we know their fate, it is impoffible to fay that we «can zSt another 
comedy next winter. If RJr. Kenrick will put his play into my hands, beinay de- 
pend upofl every advantage in my power, that I can confer with juftice to other gen- 
tlemen. In the pieces I have mentioned above, I do not include the revhred plays, 
which will take up fome part of the feafon. If Mr. Kenrick*s play is approved of^ 
I will proniiie for myfelf and Mr. Lacy to bring it on the ftage either this iiextwioter 
or the following winter. Siioald any clrcumihince difapppint us of any of the per- 
formances we have fixed for reprefentation, Mr. Kenrick's play will be forwarded in 
its turn. Could I be favoured with a fight of two a£b only, I can with Juftice p«t 
k4owA for tbe'next in turn, and will candidly give my opinion, though i fl^all net 
<bre to c^rrtH the wofksof a much abler mafter than myfelf. Mr. Coli^an an4 his 
partner in the clandefiine Marriage are much flattered with your opinion of their play., 

lam, SIR, 

your moft bumble ferrafit, ^ 

D. GARRICK. 

I had faid Ibmcthing, it fccms, in rhy letter about fubmitting niy ticw 
piece to die manager's correflion^ as I had done Falftaff's Wedding ^ wiuch^ 
'being now in his han(&, I could make nd doubt of his brmgkig it on^tiie 
next winter, thou^ be could not promife to bring me on amtber new xameif 
till die winter foUowing. Other bulineis, therefore, intervening, 1 defdrred 
writing my intended contedy to a future opportunity •, cxpefting, nevertlic- 
kfs, as the next feaibn advanced, to iee FalftaiPs Wedding again appear on 
the ftage. But in this I counted without mine hell* In die beginning of 
the feafon it was too early> and at the latier end it was too late. In ffaort, 
I found that, without involving both Love and myfctf in an open ruptuie 
with Rofcius, and by fo doing get the doors of the theatre (hut againft any 
future piece, I could not infift on having juftice done to FaiflalPs Wed4ing 
that feafon. Waiting a more favourable opportunity, therefore, J pufhed 
the acceptance of a new piece ; which I expreffed my determination, however, 
of not fetting about to write, till I fliould have aflurance given me of its 

being 
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being brought on the enfuing winter. This being done about tfte- beginning- 
of July 1767, I wrote the Widowed Wife, and put it into th^ Mstnager's 
Hands about the latter end of Auguft ; afluring him at the fame time, that, 
as I was nojt greatly ambidous of the reputation of ar dramatic writer, but 
turned my thoughts to the ftage merely with a view of profit, I ihould be 
very ready to make any fuch alterations as he conceived might contribute 
to enfure the theatrical fuccefs of the piece. Whether Rofcius was difpleafed 
atfo frank a declaration, and thou^t it was depreciating die walk in which 
he himfelf excelled -, or whether he was predetermined to find fo much altera- 
tion neceflary as to give him a plea for the very expreffive hint he afterwards 
dropped, I know not -, but many alterations were fuggefted and adopted, with 
all apparent ingenuoufncfs on his fide, and ecjual obfequioufrtels on mine. That 
the play is the worfe for them, I do not fay •, but this is certain, that, a^ the 
charaftcrof Alderman Lombard at firft run through the whole piece, it had 
hot that grave and fombre caft, which now too much prcvaak in it. Indeed' 
the picafantry of this charafter fo ftruck Aeperfiwmer, on it5 beriig MC 
read to him, that he exclaimed emphatically, *' If \ play that part, it will 
** be the making of me." Full half this part was cut out, at the fuggeftfon of 
Rofcius, for no other reafon than that the play was too long* I have fince 
had room indeed to think there was at the bottom a dificrcnt reafon -, the ma- 
ftagcr did not chufc to pve fo advantageous an opportunhy to the performer. 
Be this as it may, the play was rcprefented ; and, diou^- brought out at a 
bad tinie of year, and attended with fevcral difappointmcnts and intcrrqp- 
tions, on account of the performers^ it met with tolerable fuccels > at leaft 
with fuch as fatisfied me, who fay with Horace, 



-Valeat res ludicra, fi me 



Palma n^ata macrum, donata reducit opinmm. 
or, as it is better laid by his mutator, Pope, 

FarcweB the ftage ! If juft as thrives die play. 
The fiHy bard grows fat, or fal|3 away. 
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In this cafe, dierefore, I fhould have thought myielf under fome obligation 
to Rofcius, en account of the Widowed Wife, could I have fo foon foi]got 
his mifhianagenient in regard to.FalftafF*s Wedding, or had I not been put 
fo ftrongly in mind of it by certain litde dirty manoeuvres refpeding the 
Widowed Wife itfelf. 

Till this comedy appeared, it had never been ufual to add an entertain- 
ment or after-piece to a new play, on its firft reprefcntation. In confcquence 
of this, as the whole pieces were made fhorter than formerly, they fcarcely 
afforded an evening*s entertainment. To remedy this inconvenience, a thing 
that Rofcius pretended to have much at heart, and to have long ago in vain 
attempted, authors being fearful that fuch an addition to their pieces on thfcir 
firft reprefcntation would be a tacit confeffion of dieir weaknefs, he propofed 
tp me the fetting the firft example, as doing a piece of fervice to the theatre^ 
and a favour to himfelf. I confented, on condition that no orders ihould be 
admitted^ as is ufual, the firft and fecond nights ; but that the piece ftiould 
be left to ftand or fall by its own merit. In this I was very probably wjong,:, 
as intereft was my principal motive for writing, it will be thought I ought to. 
have had that principally in view. But, though I loft fight of the money» . 
Rpfcius did not •, but took care to acquaint me by his brother that, if I chofe 
to have an after-piece on my third nights, I rauft every time pay ten pounds 
octraordinaiy for it : thus for doing the theatre a piece of fervice, and Rofcius 
a favour,; at his. own requeft, I was very obligingly required to pay thirty 
pounds. For this piece of good management,- no doubt, I ou^t to be very 
grateful to the liberal-minded Rofcius^ 

It was an obligation of a fimilar nature thar he confined on me alfo on 
my ninth night j againft which all the little intereft I made; and my friends 
intended me, was referved. It happened that the play, having been frc- 
quendy interrupted by the indifpoGtion of the performers, it had the honouE 
of being commanded by his Majefty the ninth time of performance. But 
royal favour, I found, could not poffibly, from the cuftoms of the theatre, 
be fuppofed to extend to an author; and if his friends ftiould form parties 
to come the lame night, they muft be conceived to come to fee the King, 
and not to fee the play. This being the eftabliftied law of the theatre,.. 

thc: 
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the patentees, as I was told, having 4n cxclufive privilege of making a fhc^ 
of his Majefty, which none mull reap the profits of but themfelves, I could 
not in reafon defire the cuftoms of me ftage to be broken through for me : 
though I could not help thinking myfelf a little unlucky in being doomed to- 
fufFer both by their breach and obfervance. 

For this, neverthelefs, I fuppofe, I ought to be bound in gratitude to. 
Rofcius ; with whom having now frequent occafions of converfing, thefubjcft 
of FalftafPs Wedding was brought again and again on the carpet, till I 
found the tenacious manager ftill affefted to be of his firft opinion, viz.. 
that he had no Falftaff in his company, notwithftanding the acquifirion of 
Mr. Love, who did the part great juftice, and met with equal applaufe. Nay, 
this enthufiaftic admirer of Shakefpeare went even fo far as to tcU me the 
hQmour of Falftaff was quite out of date, and would not draw an audience 
three nights together even in the heart of the feafon. I concluded now, it 
was in vain to prefe him farther on that fcore •, but, he paflcd great en- 
comiums on the Widowed Wife, and feemcd defirous of engaging me to 
alter fome old plays for revival, which though I declined, I obtained of 
him a proraife, that he would bring on any other new play I ftiould write : 
obferving, however, moft fignificantly,, at the fame time, that he had had a. 
world of trouble in the alterations, of the laft. To this hint I was deaf, and: 
to that deafnefs I impute, in a great meafure, the impracticability of my 
getting another play on fince. The unexpefted fuccefs of Falfc Delicacy,, 
indeed, fbon after feemed to give that writer a preference, in which I readily 
acquiefced -, though you may well remember I told Rofcius, at the time, that 
before another fealbn was over, the towri would be undeceived with, tdpeft tO' 
the merit of that performanoe j nor did I prove a.falfe prophet. 

In May, lixty-eight, I.ofieredhim the choice of a tragedy or comedy for 
the next year •, the tragedy founded on part of the ftory of Roufleau's. 
Eloifa, whpfe diftrefe being of a dbmeftic kind, I, improperly perhaps, called, 
it of a popular nature. In reply to this offer, I was favoured as follows. . 
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To W I L L I A M K E N R I C K, Efq. 

Dear Sir, May 6, ijGS. 

I was in hopes that I fliould have been able to have called upon you to day at 
Richmond, in my way to Hampton, but I am prevented by bufinefs. I cannot rc- 
fticmber enough of Eloifa's ftory to judge of its fitnefs for the ftage. We have a 
dramatic performance of great expence to bring out the next winter, and fomt new 
ones we are already engaged to, fo that it will be impoi&ble to fay the exa£l time 
that we can produce your piece: however, this we can fay, that if Mr^ Kenrick will 
be plcafed to let us have any performance before the firft week in September next, 
we #ill moft certainly produce it to the pubiick either the next winter or the winter 
after. Though I am a little alanned at your popular topicks, for the ftage can be of 
no party, yet you may be always aifured of my warmeft wiihes and be& Services, - I 
am over head and ears in a law-m^itter— Heaven fend m^ a good deliverance. 

I am, dear Sir, ^ 

moft truly your hurxfble fervaht, 

D. G A R R I C K. 

• Overiiead and cars in a law-matter! — Law matters it fccms are common 
tfcir^ wWi the litigious Rofcitrs. Heaven fend thofe a good deliverance that 
have to do with him ! — The reader will fee that I am gready indebted to 
Hm, however, for fair promifes and fine fpceches: but we have a homely 
prov e ib thatfays, ** fur words butter no parfhips,** and I pofitively cannot 
cat parfiiips wtthoirt butter. 

' "What jpiece of great expence was brought upon the ftage the enfuing 
winter I do not recolleft-, but if I remember right, there were the Hypocrite 
and one or two more pieces of Mr, BickerftafPs. And now I have mentioned 
the name of this writer, I muft take the liberty to explain a circumftance, 
for which perhaps you never could account. Tho* I have not the eye rf a 
lytix, I am not quite fo jpurblind, but that I can fee almoft as far into a mill- 
ftone as he that is picking it. It is cuftomaiy, you know, for gentlemen, 
who write for the ftage and refide in town, to call in occafionally at the ftage- 
door, and pay their refpefts in the green-room. Their fituations with rcfpeft 
to the performers makes it prudent, even if gpod manhefs, where obligations 

are 
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ire md^iocal, did not require it. It is now. Sir, about four years fince I &t 
my foot behind the fccnes of Drury-lane theatre. This, I know, and fo do 
you, has been noticed as a piece of affefted infolence in mej and an mdignity 
oi&red to thoie, to whom I confefs myfelf obliged. But you are now to know. 
Sir, it was neither out of infolence in me, nor difrefpeft to them, that I ab* 
fehted mylidf from the theatre. You may irmember that, in the fummer of 
tlie year fixty-eight, you played Sir John Brute, to aipufe die king of Den- 
mark; I w^ that evening behind the fcenes ; when, having fully gratified my 
curbfity in forking at his majefty, I retired into the green-room ; for I had 
frequently feen you play the charafter before , and in my life, I think, I ne- 
ver faw you play it fo ilL You were yourfelf fenfible pf it mi extremely out 
of humour. As almoft every body was crowding to the fide of the fcenes to 
ftarc at die king, I was fitting alone in the green-room, when you came in 
from the ftage, with that wretched parafite, flicking to your elbow and flob- 
bering in your ear, ♦* that you never performed fo well, by J — s G— d, in 
all your life.** The wretch feerned a little difconcerted on turning round and 
feeing a witnefs to his mcannefs ; but when I afterwards rcproaclied him for 
it, he very readily retorted, " Sir, I kiiow he plays damnably to night as 
** weHas you, but don't you fee the man's in an ill humour." This, Sir^was 
fufficient to drive me from any place, where I muft appear to . ftand. in any 
degree in the fame predicament withluch a.proftituted being. 

I was indeed very near meeting him again afterwards at your houfe.; hue 
you faved me that mortification, by handing him out his furtout at the par- 
lour-door •, as if you were alhamed, as you ought to have been, of fuch 9 
vilitor. But I will Ipare you on this fubjeft now, nor mention the realbm 
that afterward confirmed how right I had been in forming a refolutioa to 
avoid Nyky. To return to my tranfaftions with Rofcjus. 

My predictions of the fate of Falfe Delicacy, of which you affefted to be 
doubtful, not being accomplifhed till the fpring of fixty-nioe» when I heaixl 
the author had finifhed another comedy, I determined not to trouble you 
that year; for though we were threatened with a Word to the Wife, I tor 
colkfted the adage, wliich iays, *^ a fool's bolt is foon (hoC* Not that I 

had 
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;had the leaft idea, that ' the fons of liberty would liccntioufly revenge Ac 
caufe of the patriot on the poet. 

Indeed there were not wanting thofe, who mofl: invidioufly infinuatcd that 
I was pri\'y to that illiberal tranlkftion. They who conduced it, however, 
if icwas really the predetermined a6l of a party, muft well know to the contrary. 
I have indeed been frequently honoured with the abufe of this writer and 
others, for my fuppofed attachment to Mr. Wilkes and his caufe ; an at- 
tachment which it was then hinted might be hurtful to me, as an author^ 
from this accident. 

As to Mr. Wilkes 1 have refpefted him ever fmce I knew him, as a gentle- 
man, a man of genius and a fcholar ; his wit and vivacity as a companion 
were to me attractions irrefiftable, and his fortitude, as a man, the fubjeft 
of my admiration. As to his caufe -, fo far as I thought it that of liberty 
and my country, I efpoufed it, as the caufe of every free-bom Englilhrnan. 
But I neither officioufly ftood forth out of feafon, nor out of charafter. 
When Mr. Wilkes returned from exile, abandoned by his powerful friends, 
and reduced to play a defperate game, in throwing himfelf on the proteftion 
of the publick ; my pen and my little intereft did him poffibly fome fer- 
yice : but when men of fuperior ftation and abilities adopted his caufe, I 
gave way to my betters and retired. Not even Mr. Home can pretend I did 
not pay the refpeft, which, time has (hewn, was due to his fuperior reverence. 
I neither ftood up as a citizen, though I was entided to it ; nor became a niem- 
ber of the bill of rights, though I was folicited. It was not for a man in my 
lituation in life, to enter the career of popularity, or vie with thofe who have 
lince fo eminently diftinguiftied themfelves in the affairs of party. I had 
befides, to ufe the phrafe of a certain ingenious fecretary, " fomething elfe 
to do," and I thought the public bufinefs in fuch good hands, that it would 
not fufier much, if I attended a litde to my own. 

Among other objefts of this attention was the getting a play on the ftage 
die next feafon. With this view I wrote to Rofcius (for I was not fond, 
for the rcafons above ^ven, of vifiting him) the latter end of March, fevcnty^ 
in anfwer to which application I received theinclofed card. 

To 
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To W. K E N R I C K Efq. 

Monday Match 26th, 

Mr. Garrick*s compliments to Mr. Kenrick, he is very forry he had not Mr. KS 
play at the time he defired it. He may be aflured of having his play afted in its turn^ 
but it is proper that he fhould know there are no lefs than three plays to be aded, now 
in Mr. Garrick's hands, before Mr. Kenrick's can have its turn. If that gentleman 
will truft his performance with Mr. Garrick, he will give him his opinion diredly and 
he may be aflured of having all thejuftice done to it, in Mr. Garrick's power, &c. 

The attentive reader will probably obferve a very ftriking difference be- 
tween the ftile of this card and the preceding letter. In tbat^ I might be 
aflured of Rofcius*s " warmeft wifties and beft fervices," who was, " dear 
Sir, moll truly my humbk fervant." In tbiSj it is *' thai gentkman (hall 
*• have jujtice done him and an opinion ^ven of his piece direftly — ^Hb 
** piece (hall be adted in its tum^ but it is proper he ihould know there 
** zxtno Ufs than three pieces to be afted before it can have its turn.*' I 
muft own, I did not readily enter into this turning and winding-, but I have 
jfound that Rofcius, as Othello fays by his wife, ^' can turn and turn and yet 
go on and turn again*' nay elbow any body elie out of his turn, on any oc« 
cafion, to ferve his own. * 

Not rightly underftanding, I fay, this cavalier mode of writing ; as I con^ 
cdvedthat, till my FalftaflPs Wedding fhould be performed, I was of courfe 
the firfl in tum^ efpecially as Rofcius had brought out two comedies for 
Mr. Kelly fince my Widowed Wife ; I defired an explanation j which was 
tranftnitted to me in manner following : 

To W. K E N R I C K Efq. 

SIR, Jpril'^j 1770* • 

Though I wrote my laftnote to you, furrounded with company and in great hafte, 
yet I thought it impoffible to miflake my meaning* If none of the pieces I haVe now 
in my hands arc withdrawn, I cannot promife to perform yours in the next feafon. 
It would not be jufl to put any performance out of its turn, unlefs by the coifTent of 
the author, Mr, Kelly's play was brought to me by King, the beginning of the lafl 

£ dimmer 
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/ummcr ; and it could not have been afted this feafon, had not a tragedy of Mr. BTa 
keen withdrawn. Mr. Kenrick fhall have the greateft juftice done him> and to offer 
more would be no compliment to either of us. I hope he will let me have his comeif 
as foon as pcfffibfc, th^t 1 may bring it out, in the feafon after the next, as I cannot 
with honour promife nioie, 

I am. Sir, 

your very humble iervant^ 

D. G A R R I C.K, 

In anfwer to this, fbmewhat nniore explicit, declaration, I remonftrated that 
R<^us appeared to me to have very (ingidar notions of honour and jufldce : 
dutt, if 4t wefe ui^uft to put any perfonnanoe out of its turn widxnit the con- 
^'t (tf4!heM€kor^ iiow canie k that Falftaff's Wedding was not pecfonncd I 
tii2it«fiQUg^.Iliad'tadtly'fubn[iittod to a political xiecdfity, I had Jiarer con- 
&ntod to its non-perfomnance ; nor Ihould indeed haveib ioi^ acquiefced under 
it, botfortbcifight I conoetvedit gave me of being &ft so ton withiegard 
t6 any new piece : that I leqcuned no more than jiiftice^ ^yAi^ \ rdid not 
thLikdime me by die manager's in(ift:ingt>n having a £niflicd piieoe in hi^d 
two years befosc it could Jbe performed ; eipeciaU^ as in a former letter he^ 
admitted that the fi^ of t¥FO ads only would «nabde him U^ ^ put it down 
witbjuftice as the next in tum^ I remonftrated that I ihoirid even .have ^an. 
objeftion to putting a play into his hands, fo long before its reprelentation^ 
tliOQgh it oouM ^not cdPAghthavie its turn Iboner^ well apprized of the in- 
^xmveniCTce and lo& of time attending the many akeradons and re-alteradons^ 
fugg^ed by ^occafioi^ai and partiall readings. I repcdented that, though, the 
proiiis of a focodsfid play might be very acoeptable, . if k could bp done, with- 
in the courfe of a few months^ it could be worth no noan*s wfadle to write for 
the ftage, who could write any thing elfe, if his piece muft be kept in agita- 
tion for two or three years.^ The Horatian maxim of nono prematur in anno. 
may be a good one, refpefting a poet's future reputation \ but the fcribert 
nmdafho b a better for his preient livelihood : that, therefore, if he would 
.engage to bring on mj piece, the next winter I would fend it him^ otherwiie 
jaot. 

To this remonftrance, I do not recoUoft that I T«:eived any reply, if I' 
dld^ I have loft or miflaid it. 

Matters^ 
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• Matters ftoodi ihw whtfi I was infimmd^ 'abotit fS^ opening o^ the ' me^t 
icafon, that he had engaged a very celebrated performer -, to whofe talents a ca* 
pital part in a new piece, which I had by me, was particularly adapted. 

On tVis information I fent Rofcius the piece, with a card, afligning my 
reafons for fo doing. To this applicarbn, howcTer, he did not ev«n deign 
to honour me with a written anfwer, but fent me the piece bacl^ under an 
open cover, by the hands of Becket, the bookfeller -, who brought me a ver- 
bal meffage, at the fame time, importing that I had been milinjformcd in re- 
gard to the performer ; in coniequence of which Rofcius had rctarned my 
piece, without having read a fingk line. Tjawgh I could not telp con- 
ftruing this piece of rudenefs, after what had paflcd, into an intentional affront, 
I codk little dr Ao: notice of ic to the mefifenger y well knowing he would fidd 
fome difficulty to diftinguifh between an affiront and a compGmenc : rdcnrieg 
to myfidf at a proper opportunity, as* bound in gratdtude, to thank tbt wn^ 
nager for his politpnefs. Let us hear no. motfe after thJbi of my, iegntiiMdc lo 
Roscius. ? ; 

It will hardly be wondered at, if now I expefted neither favour nof jujtice 
of the naanager •, that I might not be wanting however, to myfclf, I wrote 
to him ^am in the fpringof the year feventy one» to know if he would brnig 
ipe oQt a play the enfuing feafbn. The anfwer I received was to the lame 
'purp<»t as his lad letter ; he muft have my piece put into hi^ hands at chi» 
ijeginning of one feafon, or it could not be in its turn to be played the foafon 
after. Fcm: the reafons before given, I declined complying with terms, which 
appeared to me fo unjuft and injurious. That they really were fo^, was made 
foUy evident by his bringing out the very next winter, the Fafhionable Lovers,* 
a play confeflcdly wntten within that very year ; . as appears from the. pro^ 
logue. 

This bard breeds regularly once a feafon, 

and was of courfe to be regularly delivered : though the author of Falftaff^s 
Wedding had gone near five years beyond his time, and was not in t«m to be 
attended yet. One would have thought, I might have been included in the 

• Alfoif I rightly recolIeSl «• 'Tis well 'tis no worfc," the daffical prodiftioo of Nylcy. 

general 
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geaeral notice, fo pbufibly givbi to dramatic , adventurers in the fame pm* 
logue* 

If any autAor of prolific brains 

In this good company feels labour pains ; 

If any gentle poet, big with rhime 

Has run his reckoning out and gone his time r 

Know fuch that at our holpital of Mufes 

He may lie in private, if he chufes j 

We've fmgle lodgings here for fecret finners. 

And good encouragement for young beginners. 

One would have thought, 1 fay, that, after having {o fer outrun my rec- 
koning and beenfo tedious a while in labour, I might have been delivered of. 
my burthen. But no : I was neither a g^ile paetj ^l. young beginner ^ nor,, 
what was vfork^z fecret Jbiner. I had finned indeed too openly, aod written 
too roughly to Rofcius ever to be forgiven. I determined, nevertlxQlefe, in^ 
die beginning of June laft, to write to him once again ; which I did in very 
laconic terms, infifting fomewhat peremptorily on an explicit and fpeedy an- 
Iwer to a very fimple queftion, viz. " whedier he would or would not bring* 
on my play next winter ?** referving to myfclf the refolution,* that, if h^ re- 
fufedto bring on one of my niw pieces, to infift on his getting up FaHlaff^a 
Wedding, as I conceive I had a right to do : Mr. Garrick in faft being indebted 
to me, princijpal and intereft, of what I might have received as the profits of the 
exhibidon of that play. But a direft anfwer to this plain queftion, I could* 
not get. On the contrary, I was attended one morning- by Mr. George- 
Garrick, with a verbal mcflage from his brother, importing his very eameft 
defire to have a perfonal conference with me, in the prefence of ibme 
friends •, that gentleman exprefling, at the fame time, his great furprif© that 
I (hould write to his brother in fo ri^d a ftile, when I knew how ready he 
had been on all occafions to ferve and oblige me. I told him I had been too 
long cajoled by fair promifes made to my face -, that. I had heard of \^at 
Rofcius had fpoken difrefpedtfully of me behind my back and that I knew 
his difpofidon toward me too well, to be amufed any longer : that, if his 
, bi:othcr. would .fend me an anfwer in writing to the queftion I alkcd (for I 

would 
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would not take his word) twouldthcnmeethimatahy dmeorplacehelhould 
chooie, cither with company or without ; but without having fuch writtca 
anfwer, I would not have any thing to fay to him* 

The next day I received the following by a fervant. 



To Dr. K E N R I C K. 
SIR, '^ 7iw^tKci4tH, 1772; 

My brother greatly furprifed me by your refufal to meet me with or without a friend— •- 
Are you confcious, notwithftanding your profeffions of regard for me, that you have: 
aded co|\trary to.thofe profeffions ?— Be that as it may, as I have fomething of confei^; 
quenee to both of us to communicate to you, I muft again defire to fee you— when you- 
have obliged me by naming at what time' and place, I ihall have the pleafure of feeing: 
you to-morrow morning, I will then give you thejpeidy and explicit anfwir^ you have 
rather peremptorily demanded from 

Sir, 

your humble fervant 

D.. G A R R I C K, 

P. SI Though I am engaged to go to the inftallation of the Knights of the Badl^. 
Ifhall put it off, upon your notice, to attend upon you» 

Being myfelf engagpd the next morning (though not to the Inftallation) T. 
acquainted Rofcius by a card, that I would not deprive him of the pleafure 
of attending the Knights of the Bath, but that if he would fend me the anfwcr. 
I required, I would, meet him the next day at anyplace he ihould appoint: 
. that he might bring with him as many friends as he pleaied, but that I would 
come alone -, for that I Ihould never admit of a third perfon to adjuft differences • 
that nobody could know fo well as ourfelves : telling him at the fame time, , 
that I had long thought myfelf neglefted and treated very difiefpeftfuUy by 
Mr. Garrick both in words and deeds. 



ru^ 
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The following is theiqJy I itccived tt> 97 c^d. 

To l>r. K E N R I C K. 
SIR, MsHiaj^yuni\$. . 

As you fay in your card ** that you have long thought yourfelf neglefted, and trcat- 
^ very difrefpcafully by Mr. Garrick both in words and deeds," I muft fay in anfwer, 
that the very reVerfe is the^ truth — therefore I think itabfolutely neceflary, left ray 
words and deeds fhould again be mifunderftood and mifreprefented, that we fliould each 
of us bf ing a friejKl to-morrow morning, nine o'clock at the Green-Park coffee-houfe 
almoft over againft the Duke of Devonfliire's — Could we agree upon a common ac- 
quaintance I £hoali dfefire his attendance* I thought of * — — . if you have 

fio obje£Hoii, or, if you would name any other gcmlemaft, I (hall be well fatisfied* 
vfihouU I bear nothing fnom you to day IfluiU fend to -*—-^ ■ ^ and am 

Sir, 

.your humble fervant 

D. G A R R I C K. 

Being at home when the meflcnger brought the above letter, I returned 

,fir aalrcr than I had XiO. ob^edtion whatever to— — j and that I (hould incct 

Rofcius and him according to appointment. This intention, mdeed, I changed 

on the afternoon of the fame day, for the following reafon. A bookfeUer, 

with whom locc^onafiy do bufincfs, had, it feems, met that day with two 

<(tkeR; of the fraternity, well known for their attachment to Rofcius and 

Nyky, viz. Mcilrs. Bedket and Griffin : the latter of whom had communi- 

• eated to Jrimhis knowledge of die epiftolary altercation between Mr. Garrick 

and me-, affuringhim, at the fame time, " that it was his, [Rofcius's] fixed 

*• refolurion to have no farther connexions with fuch a man as Kcnrick j who, 

** without the leaft caufe of offence, had ufed him moft villainoufly ill •, 

** adding, that it became all Mr. Garrick's friends to avenge his caufe, and 

^* that he himfelf, who had likewife been iH-ufed by Kenrick, would take an 

•** opportunity to do him fome perfonal mifchief.** 

Had I been under any apprchei^fions from the menaces of fuch a con- 
temptible booby •, I ihould have difplayed at leaft the valour of CapL Bobadil 
..." - on 
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[on tittoccafion, and applied to juftice Clement to have him bound over td the 
peace. But this not being the cafe, I contented myfelf, with venting my nc- 
ientment againft fuch un-gentkmanlike behaviour on Rofcius himfeUv ip the 
following letter % which Ijeing reprefented as an arrogant breach of that fub- 
miffion, duty and allegiance, which all play-wrights are fuppofed to owe to 
^at king of fhreds and patches, the manager, I Ihall give it the reader as^ 
nearly as I can, verbatim. 

To DAVID G A R R I C K, El^r 

S I R^ 

As you have thougbt proper to communicate your mind fo fully, on the fubje£^ of 
Hur iiMiended meeting, to your runners, Beclcet and Griffin ; theOatter of whom hath 
tranfmitfeod me, by ray puhli^lber, not only your rcfolutian, but his own, ofuking: 
the firft opportunity of doing me fome dei^rate injury } I think it needlefs as unfafe 
to give you the meeting, you fo eameftly folicit, while you are furrounded bv rafcals. 
of fuch a caft and difpofition. At the fame time, I muft inform you that, if you au^ 
ihorizi them fo publickly to make fuch vindidive declarations, I (hall think myfelf 
Bnder the neceflity of properly providing for my fecurity. For, though threatened peo- 
ple generally live long, and I am ever ready to meet a gentleman on a gentleman's foot* 
mg, I may not always he aware of the bludgeon of a ruffian or the knife of an af- 
faffin. You fiifpeft me to be confcious of having afted inconfiftentt/ with the pro- 
fefllons of regard I once made you. It is loi^ fince J made any profeffioii i^it^ 
gard for Mr. Garrick ; it is long fince I had reafon to have any regjird for him. You 
Siall not have any ncafon, however, to complain for the future, of my not being fuf- 
Scrently your open enemy. As to your bringing on any play of mine, I (hall not 
infift on it, till it be a gi^eater honour to rank among Mn Garrick'i literary favouritei# 
than it is at prefeot. 

Yours, &c. 

W. K E N R I C E. 

The reader wfll wcoider, perhaps, that J fhould fo warmly refent a ridi- 
culous and idle menace, for which there appears no foundation of threat : 
but he is to be informed that, it was about this time that I had written the 
lampoon in qucftion, of which I had. printed: a fmall number, to difhibule 
among my acquaintance, many of whom knew in what manner I had been. 
31 treated both by Rofcius^and Nyky ; by the former as a theatrical ma- 

nagcr. 
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nagcr, in the inftanccs above related, and by the latter as an author by pro- 
•feffion, who had not long before, by the afliftance of his croney. Griffin, 
circumvented me in a literary undertaking, which he engaged to conduft 
for a certain time for twenty guineas, though the proprietors, moft of them 
honeft bookfellers, had aftually contracted to pay me a hundred. 

It is true, that, by way of mortification, I had advertifed my lampoon, 
not as really publifhed to be fold, but as fomething in embrio, or contem- 
plation. The advertifement, however, was too ftriking, or the confciences 
of die parties too twdcr, for them not to take a moft terrible alarm. Rofcius, 
with his brother, their retainers, authors, printers, and printer's devils, were 
in an inftant put in motion -, orders were difpatched to prevent the adver- 
tifcment's being inferted in the Public Advertifer, the Gazetteer, the St. James's 
Chronicle, the London Packet, and every other popular news-paper, in 
which Rofcius was either a (barer, or over which he had any influence. Even* 
the printer of the paper in which it firft appeared, refufed, thou^ he had 
been paid for it, to print it a fecond time. 

It was' the informatbn of thefe circumftances, which was brought me at 
the fame time, that raifed my refentment. The defign of laying an embargo 
on the news-papers, and depriving me of the ufual channels of publica- 
tion, fcemcd to be fo daring and infolent an infringement of the liberty of 
the prcfs, that it determined me to fruftrate its intention, by printing a greater 
number of the Eclogue, and prefacing it with a letter to Mr. Garrick, to 
which I fubfcribcd my name ; a circumftance I have long made it a rule to 
obferve when I make a public attack on any one. I underftand, indeed, that 
Rofcius affeftsto think otherwif^ and that he imputes to me a moftgrols and 
infamous anonymous charge, diredtly brought againft him, about the fame time, 
in the Public Ledger. Nay, I have been told that he makes this his excufe^ 
for not giving me the explicit anfwer I required, relpefting my play ; and 
.that this was the matter of fo much confequence to both of us, which he want- 
ed to confer about. But this could not be, for by recurring to the papers, I 
find that his two laft letters are dated the fourteenth and fifteenth of June, 
•jvhcrcas the infamous charge abovementioncd did not appear till the eighteenth 

of 
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xtf the lame month ; and I can truly declare, on the word and veracity of 4 
man, that I. did not read, or fee it, till near a month afterwards. 

Again Rofcius, or his foolifh friends, have pretended that the lampoon m 
queftion was written merely in order to compel him to bring on my play : 
which had he confented to do, I (hould never have publilhed it. This is a 
plea, calculated to impofe on thofe, who know nothing of either me Or 
Rofcius, of the faft or of the ftage. Granting that we both were meto 
enough, I to menace and he to be intimidated -, I know too much of the 
theatre to think it worth while to have any performance brought on the 
ftage, againft the good-will of the Manager; Add to this, with refpeft to 
the fa&i that the piece was printed and diftributed among thofe for whom 
it was written, without any regard to the Ihort altercation refpefting the play. 
And though it is moft probable, that, if Rofcius had done me the j\iftice I 
had a right to demand of him, inftead of infolendy threatening nie, and ex- 
erting his influence to reftrain the liberty of the prefs, I might have thought • 
the circulation of the few, I firft printed, a fufficient chaftifement for his 
folly, in countenancing Nyky i yet that it was firft written with any other 
view than the liberal one I have before explained, or that I advertifed or ac- 
quainted Rofcius with my defign, even in the moft indire6t or diftant manner, 
in terror em^ is an abfolute falfehood. 

Having delivered now. Sir, a round unvarniftied tak of the rife, progrefs, 
and end of our connexions, I fubmit the whole to your ferious refleftion, 
and to the candour of that impartial publick, whofe curiofity you have your- 
felf, on this occafion, fo imprudently contributed to raife. If you perfift in 
citing me to appear at the court of King's Bench, be afTured I will meet you 
there, and perhaps to your farther confufion. In the mean time, our caufe 
will be tried before the tribunal of the publick ; who, now fufficiently in- 
ftrufted, will be able to judge between us, and determine whether I deferve 
cenfure, as a wanton calumniator, or you the chaftifement received^ for hav^ 
ing givca reafon for fo fevere a reproof. 

F Yotf 
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You may, indeed, continue to abufe me in your feveral news-papers ; fe- 
cure in tjieir rcfufal to afford me an opportunity of julHfication. You may 
continue to infringe the liberty of the prefs, by obftrufting the commoi| 
courfe of publication -, but means will certainly be found to gpt every thing 
written on this fubjeft fufficiendy read; nor ftiall either that general faMk 
delicacy, fo favourable to vice, nor the fear of unmerited abufc from the vi- 
cious, deter me from writing. 

No : arm'd for virtpe, will I point the pen, 
Brand the bold front of Ihafneful, vicious men 5 
Yes — my Jaft quill in nature*s caufe I'll draw, 
Tho* prudence tremble on the edge of law. 
Truth guards the poet, fanftifies the line. 
And makes immortal, verfe as mean as mine. 



FINIS, 
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